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Following Jesus
Dear Friend,
Thank you for picking up this series entitled, “Following Jesus.”

of men.” Mark 1:17
What an amazing moment in history. Jesus extended the ultimate invita
tion and Peter, James, John and Andrew dropped their nets and followed
Jesus. Jesus extended to Matthew the same invitation while Matthew
got up and followed Jesus.

Jesus will reveal himself to you in a powerful way through this series.
Did you know there are 34 accounts in the New Testament where Jesus
it means to follow him? This is not a minor issue. Following Jesus is a
major topic that Jesus wants us to understand.

the surface that Jesus wants us to know, if we really want to follow him.

Jesus, you are making one of the most radical statements you will ever
understand from Jesus’ words what such a claim implies?

This series has challenged me and it has changed me and it continues to
challenge and change me as I apply the truths Jesus wants me to know

the following:

2. Watch the series in the order in which it is presented.
3. Take notes as you go along on what most impacts your life. You will
the end of the study.
4. Discuss the various discussion questions that are designed to help you
after the teaching. To discuss questions during Mark’s teaching simply hit
“pause.”

“Following Jesus.” Read the assigned chapters after you watch a par
ticular session. The assigned reading is listed at the end of each study
It’s my prayer that this teaching series will encourage you, equip you,
inspire you and motivate you to follow Jesus.
Welcome to Following Jesus —Five Truths Jesus Wants You To Know.

Dr. Mark Teyler
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Following Jesus

Part 1

Did You Get the Invitation?
Discuss before watching
What is the greatest ________________ you ever received?
.
Watch Part 1 of “Following Jesus”
Fact #1 Following Jesus is the ____________ invitation you will
ever receive!

_________ is the invitation to follow Jesus the greatest invitation
you will ever receive?
1. It’s from _____________.

“I know men and I tell you that Jesus Christ is no mere man. Be
term of comparison. Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne, and myself
our genius? Upon force. Jesus Christ founded an empire upon love;
and at this hour millions of men would die for Him.” Napoleon
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the very center of history. Jesus Christ is easily the most dominant
“I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the
“I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”
John 10:10

“A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus
lunatic – on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg –
or something worse. You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit
at Him and kill him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and
call Him Lord and God. But let us not come with any patronizing
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Part 1

from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the
supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in
him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things.”
2. It’s _____________________.

“I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.”
Ephesians 4:1
3. It’s _____________________.

“If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take
up his cross daily and follow me.” Luke 9:23
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4. It’s _________________________.

day to survive, make ends meet, go through the routine, and then
exist rather than live. If you have conceded to this lesser form of
humanity, let me invite you to hear the roar inside your own soul, if
you would dare to risk it, declare without shame, “I want to live!”
Erwin McManus

you will ever receive?
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Part 1

Fact #1 Following Jesus is the _____________ invitation you will
ever receive!

Reading: Not A Fan (Prologue, Chapter 1-3)
Discussion:
1. What most impacted you from the teaching?
of Jesus, which one most impacts you and why?
low me?” What did you do?

or why not?
life so far?

message?
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Part 2

Are You Up For The Challenge?
Discuss before watching
What is the greatest ________________ you have ever faced?
Watch Part 2 of “Following Jesus”
Fact #2 Following Jesus is the greatest _______________ you will
ever face.

Why is following Jesus the greatest _________________?
daily ____________________.

“If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up
his cross daily and follow me.” Luke 9:23
daily _____________________________.
“If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up
his cross daily and follow me.” Luke 9:23
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Dietrich Bonhoeffer

God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” Galatians 2:20
putting away your ________________.

John 21:19, 21
willingness to give up ___________________ you own.

“In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he

Jesus never left open the option of selective commitment. If you call
Christ with every area of your life!” Kyle Idleman
completely surrendered _____________.
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Part 2

“Large crowds were traveling with Jesus and turning to them he
said: If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and

greatest challenge to you personally?
Question: Why would anyone _____________ to follow Jesus?

his life for me will save it.” Luke 9:24
Reading: Not A Fan (Chapters 4-5)
Discussion:
What most impacted you from the teaching?
Do you agree that following Jesus is one of the greatest challenges
you will ever face?

What does daily personal death look like in following Jesus?
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What are some of the common excuses we need to put away if we
want to follow Jesus?
What does giving up everything to follow Jesus look like according
to Jesus in Luke 14:33? What have you given up to follow Jesus?
What does a completely surrendered heart look like in following Je
of great surrender?
What most impacted you from the assigned Idleman reading?
message?
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Part 3

Got Help?
Discuss before watching:
When did you receive __________ from someone that made all the
difference?
Watch Part 3 of “Following Jesus”
Fact #1 Following Jesus is the ______________ invitation you will
ever receive!
Fact #2 Following Jesus is the greatest ______________ you will
ever face.
Fact: No one has ever followed Jesus ______________, the goal is
to make _________________.
Fact #3 Following Jesus requires __________________________.
There are three ______________ of help you need to follow Jesus:
1. You need the help of the ____________________

Luke 24:49
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Ask the ______________________ for power.
“Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and

Ephesians 3:20
power and that helped you follow Jesus?
2. You need the help of _________________________.
“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know
me—just as the Father knows me and I know the Father.”
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Part 3

“My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.”
John 10:27
Reading God’s Word _____________ you to hear Jesus’ voice.

constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from
Discussion: Can you give a personal testimony of how reading the
to follow him?
3. You need the help of other ___________________________.

“When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized they
were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they

of Jesus follower relationships:
like.
“Follow my example as I follow the example of Christ.”
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1 Corinthians 11:1
(2) You need a _______________—someone you are shoulder to
shoulder with where you experience mutual encouragement.
work.” Ecclesiastes 4:9
(3) You need a ____________—someone you are helping to follow
Jesus.
“And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many
others.” 2 Timothy 2:2
your life that has ______________________ follow Jesus?
Reading: Not A Fan (Chapters 6-7)
Discussion:
1. What most impacted you from the teaching?
daily personal death, putting away your excuses, a willingness to
give up everything and a completely surrendered heart. Do you

source of help/power to follow Jesus?
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Part 3

power and it made all the difference in following Jesus?

Jesus’ voice in order to follow him?
7. Jesus said, “My sheep listen to my voice, and they follow me”
this in following Jesus?

follow Jesus?
10. What most impacted you from the assigned Idleman reading?
message?
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Part 4

Do You Get It?
Discuss before watching:
___________________ or ____________________ moment?
Watch Part 4 of “Following Jesus”
Fact #4 Following Jesus requires a ______________________
all __________!”
Mark 1:17
Fishing and following ______________________.

1. Jesus __________________ it.
Mark 1:17
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Matthew 1:21

preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom

Nicodemus.
“I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is
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the well.
“Whoever drinks the water I give will never thirst. The water I give
John 4:14

thief on the cross.
Luke 23:43

“A friend of tax collectors and sinners.” Luke 7:34
Luke 19:10

3. Jesus ______________________ it all the time.
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4. Jesus _______________ for it.
“I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground
and dies, it remains only a single seed. But, if it dies, it produces
many seeds. The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man
who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever

“Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.”

“As the Father has sent me I am sending you.” John 20:21
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___________________________—when you said, “Now I get what
Reading: Not A Fan (Chapters 8-11)
Discussion:
1. What most impacted you from the teaching?

3. Why do you think so many Christians today don’t understand that

in following Jesus, which reason most underscores this truth for
you?
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need to go where the sinners are. How are you following Jesus in
this area?
9. What are some of the things we fear when it comes to following
10. What has helped you overcome your fear in following Jesus in
11. What most impacted you from the assigned Idleman reading?
message?
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Part 5

Have You Discovered The Amazing

Discuss before watching:

Watch Part 5 of “Following Jesus”

meaning or purpose for me.” Gallup

Mark 1:17
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“Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant

“Jesus replied, I tell you the truth, no one who has left home or

“Peter said, We have left everything to follow you. What then will
“Jesus said to them, I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things,
lowed me will also sit on twelve thrones.” Matthew 19:29

Revelation 14:13
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Review of the series:
Fact #1 Following Jesus is the greatest _________________ you
will ever receive!
Fact #2 Following Jesus is the greatest _________________ you
will ever face.
Fact #3 Following Jesus requires __________________________.
Fact #4 Following Jesus requires a ________________________—

Reading: Not A Fan (Chapters 12-14)
Discussion:
1. What most impacted you from the teaching?
2. What was your sense of purpose like when you didn’t follow
Jesus?
greater purpose?
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4. What was your experience of transformation like when you didn’t
follow Jesus?
ongoing transformation?
100 times as much?

you to follow Jesus?
9. What most impacted you from the assigned Idleman reading?
message and series?
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Answer Key
Did You Get the Invitation? Part 1: invitation; greatest; why; Je
sus; personal; daily; transformational; adventure; greatest invitation;
greatest
Are You Up For The Challenge? Part 2: challenge; challenge;
choose; paradox
Got Help? Part 3: help; greatest; challenge; perfectly; progress;
thy; helped you
Do You Get It? Part 4:
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