
The Gospel of jhe Kingdom 

Week 5 - Da\ 1: The Golden Age of Israel 

EcclesiasWes 12:13-14 The end of Whe maWWer; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his 
commandmenWs, for Whis is Whe Zhole dXW\ of man. For God Zill bring eYer\ deed inWo 
jXdgmenW, ZiWh eYer\ secreW Whing, ZheWher good or eYil. 

LasW Zeek, Ze saZ hoZ Israel began Wo drifW aZa\ from Whe commands of God as Whe\ seWWled 
inWo Whe promised land. As a resXlW of Whe ensXing chaos, Israel greZ in Wheir desire Wo esWablish a 
king Wo Xnif\ Whem and bring laZ and order Wo Wheir socieW\.  
 
We Zalked alongside Israel as Whe\ chose Wo anoinW SaXl Zho eYenWXall\ sXccXmbs Wo pride in 
his role as king oYer Israel. FolloZing SaXl, Ze saZ hoZ God chose DaYid, Zorked WhroXgh him 
in mighW\ Za\s, and eleYaWed him from a posiWion of hXmiliW\ Wo become Whe mosW prominenW king 
of Israel. In Whe end, God promises DaYid WhaW one of his offspring ZoXld be esWablished as king 
oYer God¶s people planWed secXrel\ in Whe promised land foreYer! This offspring ZoXld be like a 
son Wo God himself!  
 
Who ZoXld be Whe offspring of DaYid Zhose Whrone ZoXld be esWablished oYer God¶s people 
foreYer? 
 
The search for Whis Messiah (³anoinWed one´) begins ZiWh Whe immediaWe offspring of DaYid! 
 
FolloZing Whe reign of king DaYid, his son Solomon became Whe ne[W king of Israel. When 
Solomon Zas king, he asked God for Zisdom and discernmenW Wo lead Whe people of Israel. OXW 
of God¶s loYe for DaYid and His people, God honored Solomon¶s pra\er.  
 
1 Kings 3:9-14 ​ ​GiYe \oXr serYanW Wherefore an XndersWanding mind Wo goYern \oXr people, 
WhaW I ma\ discern beWZeen good and eYil, for Zho is able Wo goYern Whis \oXr greaW 
people?´  

IW pleased Whe Lord WhaW Solomon had asked Whis.​ ​And God said Wo him, ³BecaXse \oX 
haYe asked Whis, and haYe noW asked for \oXrself long life or riches or Whe life of \oXr 
enemies, bXW haYe asked for \oXrself XndersWanding Wo discern ZhaW is righW, ​ ​behold, I 
noZ do according Wo \oXr Zord. Behold, I giYe \oX a Zise and discerning mind, so WhaW 
none like \oX has been before \oX and none like \oX shall arise afWer \oX.​ ​I giYe \oX also 
ZhaW \oX haYe noW asked, boWh riches and honor, so WhaW no oWher king shall compare 
ZiWh \oX, all \oXr da\s.​ ​And if \oX Zill Zalk in m\ Za\s, keeping m\ sWaWXWes and m\ 
commandmenWs, as \oXr faWher DaYid Zalked, When I Zill lengWhen \oXr da\s.´  
 
 



King Solomon¶s Zisdom ZoXld become renoZn noW jXsW in his kingdom, bXW also aroXnd Whe 
Zorld. Under Solomon¶s reign, Israel ZoXld groZ a poZerfXl arm\, e[pand Wheir kingdom¶s 
ZealWh, and creaWe alliances ZiWh oWher kingdoms Wo ensXre Whe peace of Whe land.  
 
1 Kings 4:29-30, 34 ​ ​And God gaYe Solomon Zisdom and XndersWanding be\ond measXre, 
and breadWh of mind like Whe sand on Whe seashore, ​ ​so WhaW Solomon¶s Zisdom sXrpassed 
Whe Zisdom of all Whe people of Whe easW and all Whe Zisdom of Eg\pW.  
 

And people of all naWions came Wo hear Whe Zisdom of Solomon, and from all Whe kings of 
Whe earWh, Zho had heard of his Zisdom.  
 
Solomon¶s greaWesW achieYemenW, hoZeYer, Zas Whe consWrXcWion of Whe Wemple for Whe Lord. No 
longer ZoXld God¶s presence need Wo be WransporWed from place Wo place in a porWable 
Wabernacle. This Wemple Zas designed Wo become Whe permanenW hoXse of God in JerXsalem so 
WhaW Whe ciW\ of DaYid coXld become God¶s kingdom space foreYer! 
 
1 Kings 8:15-21 And he said, ³Blessed be Whe Lord, Whe God of Israel, Zho ZiWh his hand 
has fXlfilled ZhaW he promised ZiWh his moXWh Wo DaYid m\ faWher, sa\ing,​ ​µSince Whe da\ 
WhaW I broXghW m\ people Israel oXW of Eg\pW, I chose no ciW\ oXW of all Whe Wribes of Israel 
in Zhich Wo bXild a hoXse, WhaW m\ name mighW be Where. BXW I chose DaYid Wo be oYer m\ 
people Israel.¶ ​ ​NoZ iW Zas in Whe hearW of DaYid m\ faWher Wo bXild a hoXse for Whe name of 
Whe Lord, Whe God of Israel. ​ ​BXW Whe Lord said Wo DaYid m\ faWher, µWhereas iW Zas in \oXr 
hearW Wo bXild a hoXse for m\ name, \oX did Zell WhaW iW Zas in \oXr hearW. NeYerWheless, 
\oX shall noW bXild Whe hoXse, bXW \oXr son Zho shall be born Wo \oX shall bXild Whe 
hoXse for m\ name.¶ NoZ Whe Lord has fXlfilled his promise WhaW he made. For I haYe risen 
in Whe place of DaYid m\ faWher, and siW on Whe Whrone of Israel, as Whe Lord promised, and 
I haYe bXilW Whe hoXse for Whe name of Whe Lord, Whe God of Israel. ​ ​And Where I haYe 
proYided a place for Whe ark, in Zhich is Whe coYenanW of Whe Lord WhaW he made ZiWh oXr 
faWhers, Zhen he broXghW Whem oXW of Whe land of Eg\pW.´  
 
If \oX are keeping Wrack, Israel noZ has a permanenW ​Vpace ​ for God¶s presence, God is granWing 
Zisdom Wo Solomon like neYer before Wo ​rXle ​ oYer His people, and God is immeasXrabl\ 
blessing His ​people ​ ZiWh ZealWh so Whe Zhole earWh ZoXld be blessed WhroXgh Israel.  
 
1 Kings 10:23-25 ThXs King Solomon e[celled all Whe kings of Whe earWh in riches and in 
Zisdom. And Whe Zhole earWh soXghW Whe presence of Solomon Wo hear his Zisdom, Zhich 
God had pXW inWo his mind. EYer\ one of Whem broXghW his presenW, arWicles of silYer and 
gold, garmenWs, m\rrh, spices, horses, and mXles, so mXch \ear b\ \ear. 
 
God¶s loYing rXle, oYer God¶s famil\ of people, in God¶s permanenW space!  
 
CoXld Solomon -- an offspring of EYe, a descendanW of Abraham, and from Whe ro\al line of 
DaYid --- be Whe Messiah (³anoinWed one´) WhaW Israel and all of hXmaniW\ Zas looking for? 



 
UnforWXnaWel\, eYen King Solomon¶s Zisdom ZoXld noW be enoXgh Wo defeaW Whe serpenW and his 
kingdom of sin on earWh. In e[panding his armies, his ZealWh, his ZiYes and concXbines, and 
WreaWies ZiWh oWher kingdoms, his hearW had WXrned aZa\ from God. 
 
LeW¶s recall Moses¶ sWandards for a King in DeXWeronom\:  

DeXWeronom\ 17:14-20 ​ ³When \oX come Wo Whe land WhaW Whe Lord \oXr God is giYing \oX, 
and \oX possess iW and dZell in iW and When sa\, µI Zill seW a king oYer me, like all Whe 
naWions WhaW are aroXnd me,¶ \oX ma\ indeed seW a king oYer \oX Zhom Whe Lord \oXr 
God Zill choose. One from among \oXr broWhers \oX shall seW as king oYer \oX. YoX ma\ 
noW pXW a foreigner oYer \oX, Zho is noW \oXr broWher. Onl\ he mXsW noW acqXire man\ 
horses for himself or ​caXse Whe people Wo reWXrn Wo Eg\pW in order Wo acqXire man\ 
horses ​, since Whe Lord has said Wo \oX, µYoX shall neYer reWXrn WhaW Za\ again.¶ And he 
shall​ noW acqXire man\ ZiYes for himself​, lesW his hearW WXrn aZa\, nor shall he acqXire for 
himself ​e[cessiYe silYer and gold​. ³And Zhen he siWs on Whe Whrone of his kingdom, he 
shall ZriWe for himself in a book a cop\ of Whis laZ, approYed b\ Whe LeYiWical priesWs. And 
iW shall be ZiWh him, and he shall read in iW all Whe da\s of his life, WhaW he ma\ learn Wo fear 
Whe Lord his God b\ keeping all Whe Zords of Whis laZ and Whese sWaWXWes, and doing Whem, 
WhaW his hearW ma\ noW be lifWed Xp aboYe his broWhers, and ​WhaW he ma\ noW WXrn aside 
from Whe commandmenW, eiWher Wo Whe righW hand or Wo Whe lefW​, so WhaW he ma\ conWinXe 
long in his kingdom, he and his children, in Israel.´ 

Here is a lisW of hoZ Solomon seems Wo break eYer\ one of Whese sWandards and ironicall\ Zinds 
Xp rXling more like Pharaoh did in Eg\pW. 
 
1 Kings 3:1 Solomon made a marriage alliance ZiWh Pharaoh king of Eg\pW. He Wook 
Pharaoh¶s daXghWer and broXghW her inWo Whe ciW\ of DaYid XnWil he had finished bXilding 
his oZn hoXse and Whe hoXse of Whe Lord and Whe Zall aroXnd JerXsalem. 
 
1 Kings 5:13 King Solomon drafWed forced labor oXW of all Israel, and Whe drafW nXmbered 
30,000 men. 
 
1 Kings 10:14-15 NoZ Whe ZeighW of gold WhaW came Wo Solomon in one \ear Zas 666 
WalenWs of gold, besides WhaW Zhich came from Whe e[plorers and from Whe bXsiness of Whe 
merchanWs, and from all Whe kings of Whe ZesW and from Whe goYernors of Whe land. 
 
1 Kings 10:28-29 And Solomon¶s imporW of horses Zas from Eg\pW and KXe, and Whe 
king¶s Wraders receiYed Whem from KXe aW a price. A charioW coXld be imporWed from Eg\pW 
for 600 shekels of silYer and a horse for 150, and so WhroXgh Whe king¶s Wraders Whe\ Zere 
e[porWed Wo all Whe kings of Whe HiWWiWes and Whe kings of S\ria.  
 
JXsW like Pharaoh, all of Whe Zisdom and ZealWh resXlWed in Whe ³hardening´ of Solomon¶s hearW: 



 
1 Kings 11:1-8 NoZ King Solomon loYed man\ foreign Zomen, along ZiWh Whe daXghWer of 
Pharaoh: MoabiWe, AmmoniWe, EdomiWe, Sidonian, and HiWWiWe Zomen, ​ ​from Whe naWions 
concerning Zhich Whe Lord had said Wo Whe people of Israel, ³YoX shall noW enWer inWo 
marriage ZiWh Whem, neiWher shall Whe\ ZiWh \oX, for sXrel\ Whe\ Zill WXrn aZa\ \oXr hearW 
afWer Wheir gods.´ Solomon clXng Wo Whese in loYe.​ ​He had 700 ZiYes, Zho Zere 
princesses, and 300 concXbines. And his ZiYes WXrned aZa\ his hearW. For Zhen 
Solomon Zas old his ZiYes WXrned aZa\ his hearW afWer oWher gods, and his hearW Zas noW 
Zholl\ WrXe Wo Whe Lord his God, as Zas Whe hearW of DaYid his faWher. ​ ​For Solomon ZenW 
afWer AshWoreWh Whe goddess of Whe Sidonians, and afWer Milcom Whe abominaWion of Whe 
AmmoniWes. So Solomon did ZhaW Zas eYil in Whe sighW of Whe Lord and did noW Zholl\ 
folloZ Whe Lord, as DaYid his faWher had done. Then Solomon bXilW a high place for 
Chemosh Whe abominaWion of Moab, and for Molech Whe abominaWion of Whe AmmoniWes, 
on Whe moXnWain easW of JerXsalem. ​ ​And so he did for all his foreign ZiYes, Zho made 
offerings and sacrificed Wo Wheir gods.  
 
Clearl\, Solomon coXld noW be Whe Messiah promised b\ God. He Xsed his God giYen Zisdom Wo 
receiYe God¶s benefiWs, bXW forgoW aboXW Whe God Zho blessed his kingdom.  
 
HoZeYer, jXsW like Ze receiYed a glimpse of Whe coming ​King ​ WhroXgh DaYid¶s sWor\, Ze noZ 
receiYe a picWXre of Whe coming ​Kingdom​ Zhen Ze reflecW on Israel¶s golden age Xnder Whe reign 
of Solomon.  
 
Under Solomon¶s reign, God¶s rXle Zas esWablished as an anchor Wo keep Israel¶s hearWs 
WeWhered Wo a relaWionship ZiWh God in loYe and Zisdom. Under Solomon¶s reign, God¶s people 
e[perienced Whe blessings of WremendoXs forWXne and spread Whe glor\ of YahZeh Wo Whe 
naWions. Under Solomon¶s reign, God WXrns JerXsalem and Whe promised land of Canaan inWo His 
permanenW kingdom space as He resides in Whe Wemple! 
 
YeW God desires fXll obedience Wo his commandmenWs. HXmans sWill boZed Whe knee Wo SaWan 
and His kingdom in Wheir sin. As promised, God Wore Whe kingdom aZa\ from Solomon and 
pXnished him b\ foreshadoZing Whe Wragic diYision of Israel¶s kingdom. 
 
1 Kings 9:4-8a ​ ​And as for \oX, if \oX Zill Zalk before me, as DaYid \oXr faWher Zalked, 
ZiWh inWegriW\ of hearW and XprighWness, doing according Wo all WhaW I haYe commanded 
\oX, and keeping m\ sWaWXWes and m\ rXles, ​ ​When I Zill esWablish \oXr ro\al Whrone oYer 
Israel foreYer, as I promised DaYid \oXr faWher, sa\ing, µYoX shall noW lack a man on Whe 
Whrone of Israel.¶ ​ ​BXW if \oX WXrn aside from folloZing me, \oX or \oXr children, and do 
noW keep m\ commandmenWs and m\ sWaWXWes WhaW I haYe seW before \oX, bXW go and serYe 
oWher gods and Zorship Whem, ​ ​When I Zill cXW off Israel from Whe land WhaW I haYe giYen 
Whem, and Whe hoXse WhaW I haYe consecraWed for m\ name I Zill casW oXW of m\ sighW, and 
Israel Zill become a proYerb and a b\Zord among all peoples. ​ ​And Whis hoXse Zill 
become a heap of rXins. 



 
1 Kings 11:11-13 Therefore Whe Lord said Wo Solomon, ³Since Whis has been \oXr pracWice 
and \oX haYe noW kepW m\ coYenanW and m\ sWaWXWes WhaW I haYe commanded \oX, I Zill 
sXrel\ Wear Whe kingdom from \oX and Zill giYe iW Wo \oXr serYanW. ​ ​YeW for Whe sake of 
DaYid \oXr faWher I Zill noW do iW in \oXr da\s, bXW I Zill Wear iW oXW of Whe hand of \oXr son. 
HoZeYer, I Zill noW Wear aZa\ all Whe kingdom, bXW I Zill giYe one Wribe Wo \oXr son, for Whe 
sake of DaYid m\ serYanW and for Whe sake of JerXsalem WhaW I haYe chosen.´ 
 
Who ZoXld be Whe DaYid-like king Zhose hearW is perfecWl\ aligned ZiWh Whe commands of God? 
Who ZoXld be Whe Solomon-like king Zho ZoXld Xsher forWh a reign of God¶s prosperiW\, Zisdom, 
and blessing amidsW His presence? HoZ ZoXld Whis king defeaW Whe kingdom of Whe serpenW 
especiall\ Zhen Whe kingdom of God¶s people ZoXld be diYided and YXlnerable?  
 
...Whe search for Whese ansZers conWinXes.  
 

-Chris RodrigXe] 
 
Share Whe Gospel​: As God¶s kingdom people Woda\, Ze can look Wo Solomon¶s sWor\ and 
remember WhaW JesXs has giYen Xs access Wo God¶s heaYenl\ blessing WhroXgh Zisdom and 
discernmenW. InsWead of seeking God for His benefiWs, Ze shoXld seek Wo be ZiWh God and 
embrace Whe Za\s of obedience in God¶s Kingdom as a response Wo His loYe WhaW pXrsXes Xs 
and resides in Xs. When Ze become a parW of God¶s Kingdom, Ze become heirs of Whe King of 
kings as oXr bodies become a Wemple (God¶s kingdom space Zhere God rXles oYer Xs)! 
 
 

Personal ObserYaWions, ReflecWions, and Pra\ers: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


