
The Gospel of jhe Kingdom 

Week 5 - Da\ 3: The PropheWs and Kingdom LiYing 

As a neZ parenW, I remember hearing from Whose more e[perienced WhaW I shoXld ³enjo\ iW; Whe\ 
groZ Xp so fasW!´ I YalXed Whis adYice, bXW I felW like Ze Zere prepared enoXgh on oXr oZn. AfWer 
all, Ze had done a good job enjo\ing life so far and Waking adYanWage of ZhaW God had giYen Xs. 
SXrel\ parenWing ZoXld be Whe same!  
 
BXW a fXnn\ Whing happened--afWer WZo Zeeks, iW Zas like oXr neZborn Zas a WoWall\ differenW 
person. AfWer si[ Zeeks, he had groZn inWo \eW anoWher sWage, and aW si[ monWhs old, he Zas 
neZ again! Si[ more monWhs ZenW b\, and Ze had a Zalking, Walking hXman, compleWel\ differenW 
Wo m\ neZborn. IW had gone SO FAST, and Ze hadn¶W done a good enoXgh job of enjo\ing iW. 
 
If onl\ Ze had liYed oXW Whe adYice giYen b\ Whose Zho had gone before, Zho had WrXWh Wo Well Xs 
from Wheir e[perience, and sXbmiWWed oXrselYes Wo do ZhaW Ze KNEW Zas righW in oXr minds. IW¶s 
noW like Ze WhoXghW Whe\ Zere Zrong--Ze jXsW didn¶W liYe iW oXW fXll\.  
 
I Whink WhaW¶s sorW of like ZhaW Whe propheWs felW like in Wheir minisWr\ dXring Whe Wime of Whe kingship 
in Israel. The role of Whe propheW Zas sorW of like WhaW of Whe e[perienced parenW--Whe\ had an 
inWXiWiYe XndersWanding of Whe hearW of God WhroXgh special reYelaWion and a lifeWime of minisWr\. 
The\ spoke Wo Whe kings, priesWs, and people of Israel WrXWhs WhaW Whe\ shoXld haYe alread\ 
knoZn--WhaW Whe\ DID alread\ knoZ! The\ reminded Whem of ZhaW Whe cenWer of God¶s Kingdom 
Zas like. The\ someWimes shared hoZ Whe naWion of Israel fell shorW and hoZ Whe\ needed Wo 
change Wheir Za\s, bXW Whe\ also Wold Whe naWion of Israel hoZ God Himself ZoXld make 
eYer\Whing righW aW Whe end. The\ Wold Whe WrXWh, boWh aboXW hoZ Israel fell shorW and hoZ God 
ZoXld bXild His Kingdom an\Za\!  
 
One of Whe mosW poignanW passages describing boWh Whe doZnfall of Israel¶s abiliW\ Wo liYe oXW Whe 
Kingdom and God¶s promise Wo resWore iW is foXnd in E]ekiel 34. E]ekiel Zas a propheW dXring 
Whe Wime of Whe Bab\lonian capWiYiW\, looking back aW Whe kingdom on earWh and hoZ iW failed and 
WoZards a neZ W\pe of kingdom WhaW ZoXld neYer fail.  
 
As \oX read E]ekiel¶s Zords Wo Israel¶s priesWs, pa\ specific aWWenWion Wo Whese Whree segmenWs: 
1) a YieZ inWo ZhaW Whe Kingdom of God SHOULD be like 2) Whe conseqXences Zhen iW isn¶W and 
3) Whe solXWion WhaW God offers. 

E]ekiel 34:1-6 The Zord of Whe Lord came Wo me:  ³Son of man, prophes\ againsW Whe 
shepherds of Israel; prophes\ and sa\ Wo Whem: µThis is ZhaW Whe SoYereign Lord sa\s: 
Woe Wo \oX shepherds of Israel Zho onl\ Wake care of \oXrselYes! ShoXld noW shepherds 
Wake care of Whe flock?  YoX eaW Whe cXrds, cloWhe \oXrselYes ZiWh Whe Zool and slaXghWer 
Whe choice animals, bXW \oX do noW Wake care of Whe flock.  YoX haYe noW sWrengWhened Whe 
Zeak or healed Whe sick or boXnd Xp Whe injXred. YoX haYe noW broXghW back Whe sWra\s or 



searched for Whe losW. YoX haYe rXled Whem harshl\ and brXWall\.  So Whe\ Zere scaWWered 
becaXse Where Zas no shepherd, and Zhen Whe\ Zere scaWWered Whe\ became food for all 
Whe Zild animals. M\ sheep Zandered oYer all Whe moXnWains and on eYer\ high hill. The\ 
Zere scaWWered oYer Whe Zhole earWh, and no one searched or looked for Whem. 

FirsW, I Whink WhaW Yerses 1-6 shoZ Xs ZhaW God¶s Kingdom liYing looks like. IW¶s a place Zhere Whe 
Zeak are cared for. IW¶s a place Zhere Whe sick are healed. IW¶s a place Zhere Whe broken can find 
Zholeness! The WrXWhs of Whe Kingdom are eWernal--from Whe Yer\ beginning of God forming his 
famil\ and all WhroXghoXW His plan of resWoraWion for hXmaniW\. IW¶s a self-sacrificing, 
oWhers-orienWed, Xpside-doZn Zorld Zhere Whe greaWesW is Whe serYanW of all and Whe leasW 
becomes chief.  
 
BXW WhaW¶s noW hoZ mosW of Xs liYe, nor hoZ Whe Zorld operaWes! ThaW¶s Zh\ Yerses 7-10 hiW Xs so 
hard. 

E]ekiel 34:7-10 Therefore, \oX shepherds, hear Whe Zord of Whe Lord: As sXrel\ as I liYe, 
declares Whe SoYereign Lord, becaXse m\ flock lacks a shepherd and so has been 
plXndered and has become food for all Whe Zild animals, and becaXse m\ shepherds did 
noW search for m\ flock bXW cared for WhemselYes raWher Whan for m\ flock,  Wherefore, \oX 
shepherds, hear Whe Zord of Whe Lord: This is ZhaW Whe SoYereign Lord sa\s: I am againsW 
Whe shepherds and Zill hold Whem accoXnWable for m\ flock. I Zill remoYe Whem from 
Wending Whe flock so WhaW Whe shepherds can no longer feed WhemselYes. I Zill rescXe m\ 
flock from Wheir moXWhs, and iW Zill no longer be food for Whem. 

We knoZ WhaW Ze¶Ye failed! We knoZ WhaW Ze haYe serYed God, eYen, primaril\ as a Za\ Wo geW 
ahead! We¶Ye pXW oXr oZn needs before Whose of oWhers. ThaW¶s WrXe of Xs Woda\, eYen as iW Zas 
WrXe of Whe shepherds of Israel When. And God has Wo sWep in Wo make Whings righW. For Whe 
IsraeliWes, WhaW Zas a Wime of e[ile. I Whink Whese jXdgmenW passages shoZ Xs WhaW God Wakes 
kingdom liYing serioXsl\! This isn¶W an opWional Whing for His folloZers. If Ze ZanW Wo be like Him, 
Ze haYe Wo be like Him in all areas 
 
Verses 11-16 conWinXe ZiWh WhaW promise--WhaW Zhen Ze are Woo Zeak Wo be like Him, He 
promises Wo fill Whe gap! 

E]ekiel 34:11-16 For Whis is ZhaW Whe SoYereign Lord sa\s: I m\self Zill search for m\ 
sheep and look afWer Whem.  As a shepherd looks afWer his scaWWered flock Zhen he is ZiWh 
Whem, so Zill I look afWer m\ sheep. I Zill rescXe Whem from all Whe places Zhere Whe\ Zere 
scaWWered on a da\ of cloXds and darkness. I Zill bring Whem oXW from Whe naWions and 
gaWher Whem from Whe coXnWries, and I Zill bring Whem inWo Wheir oZn land. I Zill pasWXre 
Whem on Whe moXnWains of Israel, in Whe raYines and in all Whe seWWlemenWs in Whe land. I Zill 
Wend Whem in a good pasWXre, and Whe moXnWain heighWs of Israel Zill be Wheir gra]ing land. 
There Whe\ Zill lie doZn in good gra]ing land, and Where Whe\ Zill feed in a rich pasWXre on 
Whe moXnWains of Israel. I m\self Zill Wend m\ sheep and haYe Whem lie doZn, declares Whe 
SoYereign Lord. I Zill search for Whe losW and bring back Whe sWra\s. I Zill bind Xp Whe 



injXred and sWrengWhen Whe Zeak, bXW Whe sleek and Whe sWrong I Zill desWro\. I Zill 
shepherd Whe flock ZiWh jXsWice. 

E]ekiel claims WhaW God Zill sWep in and care, serYe, loYe, forgiYe, and seW Whings righW. He 
HIMSELF Zill search oXW Whe sheep, inclXding each and eYer\ one of Xs. We haYe seen WhaW jXsW 
like Israel, Ze can onl\ be a parW of Whe Kingdom if HE pXrsXes Xs becaXse HE makes iW all 
happen!  
 
BXW hoZ Zill God make Whis all happen? SaXl, DaYid, Solomon, and all of Whe kings haYe giYen 
Xs glimpses inWo God¶s kingdom bXW Whe problem remains: no hXman has eYer been able Wo 
conqXer Whe poZer of sin and Whe kingdom of Whe serpenW. HoZ ZoXld God seW hXmaniW\ free?  
 
The propheW Isaiah Walks aboXW God¶s serYanW Zho ZoXld sWep inWo oXr Zorld Wo bear Whe 
pXnishmenW of sin so WhaW man\ mighW be coXnWed righWeoXs! 
 
Isaiah 53:4-6 SXrel\ he has borne oXr griefs and carried oXr sorroZs; \eW Ze esWeemed 
him sWricken, smiWWen b\ God, and afflicWed. BXW he Zas pierced for oXr Wransgressions; he 
Zas crXshed for oXr iniqXiWies; Xpon him Zas Whe chasWisemenW WhaW broXghW Xs peace, 
and ZiWh his ZoXnds Ze are healed. All Ze like sheep haYe gone asWra\; Ze haYe 
WXrned²eYer\ one²Wo his oZn Za\; and Whe Lord has laid on him Whe iniqXiW\ of Xs all.  

Isaiah 53:10-11 YeW iW Zas Whe Zill of Whe Lord Wo crXsh him; he has pXW him Wo grief; Zhen 
his soXl makes an offering for gXilW, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his da\s; 
Whe Zill of Whe Lord shall prosper in his hand. OXW of Whe angXish of his soXl he shall see 
and be saWisfied; b\ his knoZledge shall Whe righWeoXs one, m\ serYanW, make man\ Wo be 
accoXnWed righWeoXs, and he shall bear Wheir iniqXiWies.  
 
The greaWness of Isaiah¶s SXffering SerYanW and E]ekiel¶s Good Shepherd is WhaW somehoZ God 
Zill make a Za\ for Xs Wo be in relaWionship ZiWh Him WhroXgh Whis figXre! He Zill fill Whe gap b\ 
sWepping inWo oXr Zorld, healing Xs, resWoring Xs, and gaWhering Xs WhroXgh Whis figXre! WhaW a 
sooWhing balm for oXr fracWXred Zorld! This is sXrel\ Good NeZs!  
 
Lo and behold, Whis righWeoXs one ZoXld come from none oWher Whan Whe line of DaYid:  
 
Isaiah 11:1-5 There shall come forWh a shooW from Whe sWXmp of Jesse, and a branch from 
his rooWs shall bear frXiW. And Whe SpiriW of Whe Lord shall resW Xpon him, Whe SpiriW of 
Zisdom and XndersWanding, Whe SpiriW of coXnsel and mighW, Whe SpiriW of knoZledge and 
Whe fear of Whe Lord. And his delighW shall be in Whe fear of Whe Lord. He shall noW jXdge b\ 
ZhaW his e\es see, or decide dispXWes b\ ZhaW his ears hear, bXW ZiWh righWeoXsness he 
shall jXdge Whe poor, and decide ZiWh eqXiW\ for Whe meek of Whe earWh; and he shall sWrike 
Whe earWh ZiWh Whe rod of his moXWh, and ZiWh Whe breaWh of his lips he shall kill Whe Zicked. 
RighWeoXsness shall be Whe belW of his ZaisW, and faiWhfXlness Whe belW of his loins.  
 



Isaiah 11:10 In WhaW da\ Whe rooW of Jesse, Zho shall sWand as a signal for Whe peoples²of 
him shall Whe naWions inqXire, and his resWing place shall be glorioXs 
 
I Zonder if E]ekiel and Isaiah WhoXghW WhaW Whe Good Shepherd / SXffering SerYanW ZoXld come 
Wo resWore God¶s earWhl\ Kingdom in Wheir da\. The biblical sWor\ Wells Xs WhaW Where Zere almosW 
WZo generaWions of e[ile in Bab\lon, Wold in Whe books of Daniel, E]ra, Nehemiah, and EsWher. 
Chronologicall\ speaking, Ze¶ll conWinXe on Whis joXrne\ and look aW some of Whe Za\s WhaW God¶s 
people faiWhfXll\ liYed oXW Wheir calling in Bab\lon.  
 
HoZeYer, I Whink \oX¶ll be sXrprised WhaW before Whe HebreZ Bible Walks aboXW life in Bab\lon, Whe 
order specificall\ jXmps Wo Whe collecWion of ZriWings WhaW bring Xs back Wo Whe era of Solomon and 
DaYid! 
 
Wh\ does Whe kingdom sWor\ seem Wo paXse here and reWXrn Wo YarioXs ZriWings reflecWing on Whe 
era of DaYid and Solomon? We Zill e[plore Whis qXesWion in Whe ne[W enWr\! 
 

-BX] Hannon 
 
 
Share Whe Gospel: ​The role of Whe propheW Zas Wo remind Israel WhaW eYen WhoXgh Israel fell 
shorW and needed Wo change Wheir Za\s, God Himself ZoXld conWinXe Wo sWep in and make 
eYer\Whing righW aW Whe end. Who in \oXr life needs Wo hear aboXW Whe Good Shepherd, Whe 
sXffering serYanW, Whe Messiah Zho Zill eYenWXall\ come Wo make a Za\ for Xs Wo be in 
relaWionship ZiWh God? Who in \oXr life needs Wo hear WhaW Whe Kingdom is a good place WhaW God 
Zill seW eYer\Whing righW?  

 

Personal ObserYaWions, ReflecWions, and Pra\ers: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


