
The Gospel of jhe Kingdom 

Week 5 - Da\ 2: King afWer King afWer King 

³The GreaWesW Wrick Whe DeYil eYer pXlled Zas conYincing Whe Zorld he didn¶W e[isW.´ -The 
UsXal SXspecWs 
  
One of Whe mosW memorable e[periences I had as a baseball pla\er Zere Whe conYersaWions I 
had ZiWh m\ WeammaWes off of Whe field. EYer\ noZ and When, Ze ZoXld engage in serioXs Walks 
aboXW Whe biggesW issXes in oXr socieW\! One nighW, one of m\ WeammaWes WhreZ oXW a qXesWion 
Ze ZoXld spend Whe resW of Whe game debaWing, ³WhaW are \oXr WhoXghWs aboXW ChrisWianiW\?´ I 
responded in e[ciWemenW, bXW also in reserYaWion fearing WhaW I ZoXld misrepresenW Whe message 
of JesXs. 
  
OYer Whe coXrse of Whe nighW, I noWiced mosW of m\ non-belieYing friends had a hard Wime 
recogni]ing an\ ³sin´ in Wheir life. ThXs, Whe\ felW as WhoXgh Whe\ did noW need a ³saYior.´ 
  
Recogni]ing oXr oZn sin conWinXes Wo be a hXge leap for hXmaniW\. God¶s Zord, hoZeYer, 
conWinXes Wo poinW Xs Wo hXmaniW\¶s sinfXl naWXre.  
 
The kingdom sWor\ picks Xp righW afWer Whe greaW king Solomon falls pre\ Wo his oZn sinfXl Za\s. 
As a resXlW, God decides Wo Wear Whe kingdom aZa\ from Whe hands of Solomon and spliWs Whe 
kingdom WerriWor\ beWZeen Jeroboam (Israel) and Rehoboam, Solomon¶s son (JXdah). God¶s 
kingdom people are diYided and rXled b\ coXnWless kings Zho ZoXld drag Whem fXrWher aZa\ 
from God¶s command. All 20 of Whe norWhern kings of Israel sWra\ aZa\ from Whe good rXle of God 
and choose Wheir oZn meWhods of Zorship: 
  
2 Kings 17:7-8 And Whis occXrred becaXse Whe people of Israel had sinned againsW Whe 
Lord Wheir God, Zho had broXghW Whem Xp oXW of Whe land of Eg\pW from Xnder Whe hand of 
Pharaoh king of Eg\pW, and had feared oWher gods  and Zalked in Whe cXsWoms of Whe 
naWions Zhom Whe Lord droYe oXW before Whe people of Israel, and in Whe cXsWoms WhaW Whe 
kings of Israel had pracWiced... 
 
2 Kings 17:13-14 YeW Whe Lord Zarned Israel and JXdah b\ eYer\ propheW and eYer\ seer, 
sa\ing, ³TXrn from \oXr eYil Za\s and keep m\ commandmenWs and m\ sWaWXWes, in 
accordance ZiWh all Whe LaZ WhaW I commanded \oXr faWhers, and WhaW I senW Wo \oX b\ m\ 
serYanWs Whe propheWs.´  BXW Whe\ ZoXld noW lisWen, bXW Zere sWXbborn, as Wheir faWhers 
had been, Zho did noW belieYe in Whe Lord Wheir God«. 
 
2 Kings 17:17-18  And Whe\ bXrned Wheir sons and Wheir daXghWers as offerings and Xsed 
diYinaWion and omens and sold WhemselYes Wo do eYil in Whe sighW of Whe Lord, proYoking 
him Wo anger.  Therefore Whe Lord Zas Yer\ angr\ ZiWh Israel and remoYed Whem oXW of his 
sighW. None Zas lefW bXW Whe Wribe of JXdah onl\. 



  
As a resXlW, God giYes oYer Whe norWhern kingdom Wo e[ile in Ass\ria. OXr search for Whe 

promised Messiah, hoZeYer, conWinXes WhroXgh Whe soXWhern Kingdom of JXdah. DaYid¶s 
descendanWs rXling Whe SoXWhern kingdom onl\ boasWed 8 oXW of Wheir 20 kings Zho Zere 
considered Wo be good in Whe e\es of Whe Bible.  
 
CoXld an\ of Whese 8 be Whe Messiah? 
 

The book of Kings ends b\ highlighWing 3 of DaYid¶s descendanWs in JXdah. FirsW, He]ekiah 
shoZs promise b\ remaining faiWhfXl Wo God Xnder siege and pra\ing for healing. HoZeYer, he 
eYenWXall\ leads a conYo\ of Bab\lonians Wo see all WhaW is in his hoXse, foreshadoZing ZhaW is 
Wo come. AfWer He]ekiah, Manasseh brings Whe kingdom Wo Whe pinnacle of Zickedness: 

  
1 Kings 21:11-12 BecaXse Manasseh king of JXdah has commiWWed Whese abominaWions 
and has done Whings more eYil Whan all WhaW Whe AmoriWes did, Zho Zere before him, and 
has made JXdah also Wo sin ZiWh his idols,  Wherefore WhXs sa\s Whe Lord, Whe God of 
Israel: Behold, I am bringing Xpon JerXsalem and JXdah sXch disasWer WhaW Whe ears of 
eYer\one Zho hears of iW Zill Wingle. 
  
God decides He is going Wo bring Whe same faWe Wo JXdah as he did Wo Israel: e[ile oXW of Whe land 
inWo Bab\lon. Before He does WhaW, Whe aXWhor highlighWs Josiah. As Josiah¶s priesW Hilkiah cleans 
oXW God¶s Wemple from a long hisWor\ of abXse and neglecW, he comes across Whe bXried book of 
Whe laZs of Moses. Josiah¶s reacWion« 
  
2 Kings 22:13 Go, inqXire of Whe Lord for me, and for Whe people, and for all JXdah, 
concerning Whe Zords of Whis book WhaW has been foXnd. For greaW is Whe ZraWh of Whe Lord 
WhaW is kindled againsW Xs, becaXse oXr faWhers haYe noW obe\ed Whe Zords of Whis book, 
Wo do according Wo all WhaW is ZriWWen concerning Xs. 
  
None of Whese kings Zere Whe ro\al seed of DaYid Ze had hoped for. In facW, Whese people Zere 
all Xnder Whe poZer of Whe kingdom of sin and desWined Wo rebel, liWerall\ bXr\ing Whe 
commandmenWs of God.  
 
HoZeYer, in Whe midsW of hXman rebellion, God conWinXes Wo reYeal His merc\. The book of 
Kings EXPLODES ZiWh Whe presence of propheWs! IW¶s as if God¶s Yoice conWinXes Wo geW loXder 
and loXder as His people drifW fXrWher and fXrWher aZa\. The mosW famoXs propheWs in Whe book 
of kings, Elijah and Elisha, sWood face Wo face ZiWh Zickedness and are knoZn for bringing aboXW 
some of Whe mosW memorable acWs of God! 
  
1 Kings 18:38-39 Then Whe fire of Whe Lord fell and consXmed Whe bXrnW offering and Whe 
Zood and Whe sWones and Whe dXsW, and licked Xp Whe ZaWer WhaW Zas in Whe Wrench. And 
Zhen all Whe people saZ iW, Whe\ fell on Wheir faces and said, ³The Lord, he is God; Whe 
Lord, he is God.´ 



 
2 Kings 2:9 When Whe\ had crossed, Elijah said Wo Elisha, ³Ask ZhaW I shall do for \oX, 
before I am Waken from \oX.´ And Elisha said, ³Please leW Where be a doXble porWion of 
\oXr spiriW on me.´ 
 
 Like a FaWher pXrsXing His losW son, Whe God of Israel Xses His Yoice of WrXWh Wo confronW 
Zickedness. When WhaW does noW Zork, He Xses e[ile from Whe land as pXnishmenW meanW Wo 
correcW Whe Za\s of His beloYed people. 
  
Do \oX see sin as a big issXe in \oXr life? God giYes Xs Whese Old TesWamenW sWories Wo come 
face Wo face ZiWh oXr LONG hisWor\ of rebellion! EYen ZiWh m\ friends Zho coXld noW see iW in 
WhemselYes, Whe\ coXld noW den\ Whe facW WhaW someWhing is noW righW in oXr Zorld. This is a greaW 
sWarWing poinW for Whe gospel message becaXse Ze as ChrisWians haYe hope! There is hope WhaW 
no maWWer hoZ bad iW geWs, God sWill reigns and Zill conWinXe Wo pXrsXe His people and His 
kingdom pXrposes WhroXgh Whe promised Messiah! 
  
Need proof?  
 
While Israel Zas doZn-and-oXW and all hope seemed Wo be losW in Whe Bab\lonian e[ile, Whe lasW 
passage in Whe book of Kings shares hoZ God is Zorking Wo preserYe Whe line of DaYid WhroXgh 
Jehoiachin.  
  
2 Kings 25:27-30 And in Whe WhirW\-seYenWh \ear of Whe e[ile of Jehoiachin king of JXdah, 
in Whe WZelfWh monWh, on Whe WZenW\-seYenWh da\ of Whe monWh, EYil-merodach king of 
Bab\lon, in Whe \ear WhaW he began Wo reign, gracioXsl\ freed Jehoiachin king of JXdah 
from prison. And he spoke kindl\ Wo him and gaYe him a seaW aboYe Whe seaWs of Whe kings 
Zho Zere ZiWh him in Bab\lon.  So Jehoiachin pXW off his prison garmenWs. And eYer\ da\ 
of his life he dined regXlarl\ aW Whe king¶s Wable,  and for his alloZance, a regXlar 
alloZance Zas giYen him b\ Whe king, according Wo his dail\ needs, as long as he liYed. 
 
...eYen in e[ile Whe search conWinXes and Where is sWill hope WhaW Whe promised Messiah from Whe 
line of DaYid ZoXld come! 
 

-AJ Vanegas 
  
 Share Whe Gospel: Who is Whis ro\al descendanW of DaYid Zho Zill Wake Whe eYerlasWing Whrone 
oYer God¶s people and faiWhfXll\ keep God¶s commands? Will Israel eYer find a hXman king like 
Whis?   

Personal ObserYaWions, ReflecWions, and Pra\ers: 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


