
The Gospel of jhe Kingdom 

Week 5 - Da\ 4: WhaW AboXW Whe WriWings? 

AW firsW glance, Whe Bible¶s collecWion of ZriWings seem Wo deYiaWe from Whe chronological sWor\ of 
Israel. In facW, \oX ma\ haYe come across Whe Psalms, Whe Zisdom liWeraWXre, and some of Whe 
oWher ZriWings in deYoWionals and WhoXghW of Whem as separaWe from God¶s kingdom narraWiYe. 
The ZriWings, hoZeYer, pla\ an imporWanW role in Whe kingdom sWor\ b\ reminding Israel± cXrrenWl\ 
in Whe Bab\lonian e[ile ± of Whe hope of a resWored kingdom and Whe mind-bloZing realiW\ WhaW 
God has noW giYen Xp Zorking WhroXgh His famil\ eYen WhoXgh Whe\ haYe drifWed fXrWher and 
fXrWher aZa\ from Him. 
  
ThroXghoXW man\ of Whe Psalms, Ze are able Wo e[plore king DaYid¶s hearW. Some of Whe Psalms 
ZresWle ZiWh DaYid¶s reacWion Wo his oZn sin and Whe enemies sXrroXnding him: 
 
Psalm 51:1-2 HaYe merc\ on me, O God, according Wo \oXr sWeadfasW loYe; according Wo 
\oXr abXndanW merc\ bloW oXW m\ Wransgressions. Wash me WhoroXghl\ from m\ iniqXiW\, 
and cleanse me from m\ sin! For I knoZ m\ Wransgressions, and m\ sin is eYer before 
me. AgainsW \oX, \oX onl\, haYe I sinned and done ZhaW is eYil in \oXr sighW, so WhaW \oX 
ma\ be jXsWified in \oXr Zords and blameless in \oXr jXdgmenW. Behold, I Zas broXghW 
forWh in iniqXiW\, and in sin did m\ moWher conceiYe me. Behold, \oX delighW in WrXWh in Whe 
inZard being, and \oX Weach me Zisdom in Whe secreW hearW.  
 
HoZeYer, man\ of DaYid¶s Psalms long for Whe bleVVed kingdom life Xnder God¶s rXle: 
  
Psalm 1:1-3 Blessed is Whe man Zho Zalks noW in Whe coXnsel of Whe Zicked, nor sWands in 
Whe Za\ of sinners, nor siWs in Whe seaW of scoffers; bXW his delighW is in Whe laZ of Whe 
Lord, and on his laZ he mediWaWes da\ and nighW. He is like a Wree planWed b\ sWreams of 
ZaWer WhaW \ields iWs frXiW in iWs season, and iWs leaf does noW ZiWher. In all WhaW he does, he 
prospers. 

Psalm 2:10-12 NoZ Wherefore, O kings, be Zise; be Zarned, O rXlers of Whe earWh. SerYe 
Whe Lord ZiWh fear, and rejoice ZiWh Wrembling. Kiss Whe Son, lesW he be angr\, and \oX 
perish in Whe Za\, for his ZraWh is qXickl\ kindled. Blessed are all Zho Wake refXge in him. 

Psalm 23 The Lord is m\ shepherd; I shall noW ZanW. He makes me lie doZn in green 
pasWXres. He leads me beside sWill ZaWers. He resWores m\ soXl. He leads me in paWhs of 
righWeoXsness for his name¶s sake. EYen WhoXgh I Zalk WhroXgh Whe Yalle\ of Whe shadoZ 
of deaWh, I Zill fear no eYil, for \oX are ZiWh me; \oXr rod and \oXr sWaff, Whe\ comforW me. 
YoX prepare a Wable before me in Whe presence of m\ enemies; \oX anoinW m\ head ZiWh 
oil; m\ cXp oYerfloZs. SXrel\ goodness and merc\ shall folloZ me all Whe da\s of m\ life, 
and I shall dZell in Whe hoXse of Whe Lord foreYer. 
  



The kingdom life is one Zhere God leads His people and Whe enem\ kingdom is desWro\ed! 
WhaW a hopefXl Yision of PARADISE for Whe IsraeliWes WhaW are being held capWiYe in Bab\lon!  
 
If an\one seeks Whe kingdom¶s Za\ of ZiVdom -- WXrning aZa\ from sin and Zalking in 
accordance ZiWh Whe laZ of Whe Good Shepherd -- When one can e[pecW blessings! Who beWWer Wo 
affirm Whis parWicXlar caXse-and-effecW paWWern Whan Whe Zise King Solomon Zho Zas blessed 
be\ond compare: 

ProYerbs 3:5-6 TrXsW in Whe Lord ZiWh all \oXr hearW, and do noW lean on \oXr oZn 
XndersWanding. In all \oXr Za\s acknoZledge him, and he Zill make sWraighW \oXr paWhs. 

ProYerbs 16:3 CommiW Wo Whe Lord ZhaWeYer \oX do and he Zill esWablish \oXr plans 

ProYerbs 22:6 Train Xp a child in Whe Za\ he shoXld go; eYen Zhen he is old he Zill noW 
deparW from iW. 
 
Do good, WrXsW God, and God¶s blessing Zill come Wo His people! Seems preWW\ sWraighWforZard, 
righW?  
 
The skepWic of EcclesiasWes begs Wo differ. In EcclesiasWes, a Weacher obserYes Whe randomness 
of Whe Zorld and Zonders if Whe ProYerbial caXse-and-effecW conclXsion is acWXall\ WrXe? The 
skepWic in EcclesiasWes acknoZledges WhaW somebod\ can Zork hard Wo do eYer\Whing righW, and 
sWill geW dealW a bad hand. IW seems Wo be ZorWhless an\Za\ since in Whe end, Ze all die. 
  
EcclesiasWes 8:14-17 There is a YaniW\ WhaW Wakes place on earWh, WhaW Where are righWeoXs 
people Wo Zhom iW happens according Wo Whe deeds of Whe Zicked, and Where are Zicked 
people Wo Zhom iW happens according Wo Whe deeds of Whe righWeoXs. I said WhaW Whis also 
is YaniW\. 
  
So hoZ do Ze accoXnW for Whe Wension beWZeen ZhaW is sXpposed Wo be Whe bleVVed life  in God¶s 
kingdom and Whe sXffering Ze all e[perience? AW Whe beginning of Job, Ze are inWrodXced Wo Whe 
heaYenl\ coXncil of God. This is a sXpernaWXral realiW\ in Zhich Whe SaWan (VaWan is Whe HebreZ 
Zord for ³Whe accXser´) is alloZed Wo qXesWion Whe good jXdgmenW of God and bring deYasWaWion 
Wo WesW Job, a blameless and XprighW man Zho is XndeserYing of sXffering: 
  
Job 1:8-12 And Whe Lord said Wo SaWan, ³HaYe \oX considered m\ serYanW Job, WhaW Where 
is none like him on Whe earWh, a blameless and XprighW man, Zho fears God and WXrns 
aZa\ from eYil? ́ Then SaWan ansZered Whe Lord and said, ³Does Job fear God for no 
reason? HaYe \oX noW pXW a hedge aroXnd him and his hoXse and all WhaW he has, on 
eYer\ side? YoX haYe blessed Whe Zork of his hands, and his possessions haYe 
increased in Whe land. BXW sWreWch oXW \oXr hand and WoXch all WhaW he has, and he Zill 
cXrse \oX Wo \oXr face.´ And Whe Lord said Wo SaWan, ³Behold, all WhaW he has is in \oXr 



hand. Onl\ againsW him do noW sWreWch oXW \oXr hand.´ So SaWan ZenW oXW from Whe 
presence of Whe Lord. 
  
Job¶s Whree friends come Wo him inflXenced b\ Whe ³caXse-and-effecW´ mindseW and aWWribXWe Job¶s 
misforWXne Wo a hidden sin WhaW Job has noW \eW confessed. In Whe end, Job neYer receiYes an 
e[planaWion for his sXffering. HoZeYer, he does receiYe a more hXmble perspecWiYe on God¶s 
aXWhoriW\ oYer sXffering. AddiWionall\, Job is commended for seeking Whe Zisdom of God aboYe 
Whe Zisdom of men (someWhing his friends did noW do). 
  
Job 28:20-24 From Zhere, When, does Zisdom come? And Zhere is Whe place of 
XndersWanding? IW is hidden from Whe e\es of all liYing and concealed from Whe birds of 
Whe air. Abaddon and DeaWh sa\, µWe haYe heard a rXmor of iW ZiWh oXr ears.¶ ³God 
XndersWands Whe Za\ Wo iW, and he knoZs iWs place. For he looks Wo Whe ends of Whe earWh 
and sees eYer\Whing Xnder Whe heaYens.  
 
For an IsraeliWe in Whe midsW of e[ile, Whese ZriWings ZoXld haYe acWed as a reminder WhaW eYen in 
Whe midsW of sXffering, some of Zhich laWer generaWions in Bab\lon ma\ noW haYe been 
responsible for, God Zill rXle oYer His kingdom people again and bring Whem inWo His kingdom 
land. Consider hoZ mXch God loYes His people WhroXgh Whe propheW Jeremiah Zho ZriWes a 
Zhole book of lamenWs afWer ZaWching Whe desWrXcWion of God¶s kingdom land and Whe people¶s 
disobedience Wo God¶s rXle: 
  
LamenWaWions 1:1a HoZ lonel\ siWs Whe ciW\ WhaW Zas fXll of people! HoZ like a ZidoZ has 
she become, she Zho Zas greaW among Whe naWions! 
  
IW¶s as if God¶s loYe for Israel Zas like a loYing marriage relaWionship WhaW Zas neYer meanW Wo be 
Worn aparW! NoZ, Whe passionaWe marriage langXage of Song of Songs fiWs in as a reflecWion of Whe 
deep coYenanWal affecWion beWZeen God and His people! Consider Whe Zords of one 
hearWbreaking scene: 
  
Song of Songs 5:6-8 I opened Wo m\ beloYed, bXW m\ beloYed had WXrned and gone. M\ 
soXl failed me Zhen he spoke. I soXghW him, bXW foXnd him noW; I called him, bXW he gaYe 
no ansZer. The ZaWchmen foXnd me as Whe\ ZenW aboXW in Whe ciW\; Whe\ beaW me, Whe\ 
brXised me, Whe\ Wook aZa\ m\ Yeil, Whose ZaWchmen of Whe Zalls. I adjXre \oX, O 
daXghWers of JerXsalem, if \oX find m\ beloYed, WhaW \oX Well him I am sick ZiWh loYe. 
  
The relaWionship beWZeen God and His people is like a marriage WhaW has been on an Xp and 
doZn joXrne\, bXW iW Zas neYer meanW Wo be broken aparW like iW Zas in e[ile! EYen Zhen God¶s 
people haYe abandoned His Za\s, Whe Lord pXrsXes Whem oXW of His loYe! Consider Whe book of 
EsWher Zhere Whe JeZs find WhemselYes in a foreign land WhreaWened b\ a foreign king.  
 
EsWher 4:13-16 Then Mordecai Wold Whem Wo repl\ Wo EsWher, ³Do noW Whink Wo \oXrself WhaW 
in Whe king¶s palace \oX Zill escape an\ more Whan all Whe oWher JeZs.  For if \oX keep 



silenW aW Whis Wime, relief and deliYerance Zill rise for Whe JeZs from anoWher place, bXW \oX 
and \oXr faWher¶s hoXse Zill perish. And Zho knoZs ZheWher \oX haYe noW come Wo Whe 
kingdom for sXch a Wime as Whis?´ Then EsWher Wold Whem Wo repl\ Wo Mordecai,  ³Go, 
gaWher all Whe JeZs Wo be foXnd in SXsa, and hold a fasW on m\ behalf, and do noW eaW or 
drink for Whree da\s, nighW or da\. I and m\ \oXng Zomen Zill also fasW as \oX do. Then I 
Zill go Wo Whe king, WhoXgh iW is againsW Whe laZ, and if I perish, I perish.´ 
 
EsWher, Zhich is a book WhaW noWorioXsl\ does noW menWion Whe name of God once, is fXll of 
so-called coincidenceV! EYen WhoXgh Whe famil\ of God ma\ noW acknoZledge His Zork, He 
conWinXes Wo orchesWraWe all Whings for His people!  
 
And jXsW like Whe sWor\ of EsWher and Mordecai, Ze see hoZ God can Zork WhroXgh an\one Zho 
ZoXld become His faiWhfXl serYanWs, eYen WhroXgh Whe ZorsW kind of sXffering. RXWh sWeps onWo 
Whe scene as a foreign Zoman from Moab, Israel¶s hisWoric enem\. RXWh Wragicall\ loses her 
hXsband bXW remains faiWhfXl Wo her JeZish moWher-in-laZ as Zell as her God! ThroXgh ama]ing 
circXmsWances, RXWh and Naomi coincidenWall\ sWXmble Xpon a famil\ redeemer in Boa]. 
BecaXse of her faiWhfXlness, RXWh, a foreigner Zho has sXffered WremendoXsl\, Zill foreYer haYe 
an imporWanW place in Whe sWor\ of God¶s kingdom. Look aW Whe imporWanW lineage of RXWh¶s son« 
  
RXWh 4:13-17 So Boa] Wook RXWh, and she became his Zife. And he ZenW in Wo her, and Whe 
Lord gaYe her concepWion, and she bore a son. 14 Then Whe Zomen said Wo Naomi, 
³Blessed be Whe Lord, Zho has noW lefW \oX Whis da\ ZiWhoXW a redeemer, and ma\ his 
name be renoZned in Israel! 15 He shall be Wo \oX a resWorer of life and a noXrisher of \oXr 
old age, for \oXr daXghWer-in-laZ Zho loYes \oX, Zho is more Wo \oX Whan seYen sons, 
has giYen birWh Wo him.´ 16 Then Naomi Wook Whe child and laid him on her lap and became 
his nXrse. 17 And Whe Zomen of Whe neighborhood gaYe him a name, sa\ing, ³A son has 
been born Wo Naomi.´ The\ named him Obed. He Zas Whe faWher of Jesse, Whe faWher of 
DaYid. 
  
Wh\ does God alloZ for His people Wo sXffer? Is Where sWill hope for God¶s people in e[ile? The 
HebreZ collecWion of ZriWings sXggesW God¶s people can resW in Whe facW WhaW God is soYereign 
oYer all Whings and He is faiWhfXll\ pXrsXing His losW people. All of Whese ZriWings are a call Wo fear 
YahZeh as oXr king insWead of Whe chaoWic circXmsWances caXsed b\ sin! OXr paWh forZard is Wo 
align oXr Za\s ZiWh God¶s rXle ZiWh Whe XWmosW reYerence and respecW for His sXpreme aXWhoriW\ 
and a Werror for a mXch Zorse e[ile if Ze choose Wo conWinXe in oXr sin: 
  
Job 28:28 Behold, Whe fear of Whe Lord, WhaW is Zisdom, and Wo WXrn aZa\ from eYil is 
XndersWanding. 

ProYerbs 1:7 The fear of Whe Lord is Whe beginning of knoZledge; fools despise Zisdom 
and insWrXcWion. 
  



EcclesiasWes 12:13-14 The end of Whe maWWer; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his 
commandmenWs, for Whis is Whe Zhole dXW\ of man. 14 For God Zill bring eYer\ deed inWo 
jXdgmenW, ZiWh eYer\ secreW Whing, ZheWher good or eYil. 
  
The good neZs is WhaW eYen WhoXgh Ze are all marked b\ sin, oXr King loYes Xs DEEPLY and 
eYen Xses Whe rebellion of His people Wo bring aboXW His good and glorioXs Zill WhroXghoXW Whe 
resW of hisWor\! The ZriWings gaYe Israel, and conWinXes Wo giYe Xs, hope of salYaWion from e[ile, 
Zhere God¶s rXle Zill be esWablished oYer His people once more, and Zhere God Zill be ZiWh Xs! 
  
Psalms 99:1-5 The Lord reigns; leW Whe peoples Wremble! He siWs enWhroned Xpon Whe 
cherXbim; leW Whe earWh qXake! The Lord is greaW in Zion; he is e[alWed oYer all Whe 
peoples. LeW Whem praise \oXr greaW and aZesome name! Hol\ is he! The King in his 
mighW loYes jXsWice. YoX haYe esWablished eqXiW\; \oX haYe e[ecXWed jXsWice and 
righWeoXsness in Jacob. E[alW Whe Lord oXr God; Zorship aW his fooWsWool! Hol\ is he! 
  
LamenWaWions 3:21-24 BXW Whis I call Wo mind, and Wherefore I haYe hope: The sWeadfasW 
loYe of Whe Lord neYer ceases; his mercies neYer come Wo an end; Whe\ are neZ eYer\ 
morning; greaW is \oXr faiWhfXlness. ³The Lord is m\ porWion,´ sa\s m\ soXl, ³Wherefore I 
Zill hope in him.´ 
 

-AJ Vanegas 
  
  
Share Whe Gospel: We long for Whe kingdom life Zhere sin and sXffering are no more! In Whe 
meanWime, Ze can resW assXred WhaW oXr King rXles oYer all Whings and roXWinel\ XWili]es sXffering 
Wo bring aboXW His glorioXs pXrposes eYen Zhile Ze are sWill sinners! 
 
 

Personal ObserYaWions, ReflecWions, and Pra\ers: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


