
The Gospel of jhe Kingdom 

Week 7 - Da\ 1: The MXlti-Ethnic Kingdom 

³PaXl had come Wo belieYe WhaW JeVXV coXldn¶W Vimpl\ be added on Wo Whe earlier picWXre of 
God¶V reVcXing kingdom. The Vhocking Xne[pecWed eYenWV of Whe MeVViah¶V deaWh and 
reVXrrecWion, coXpled ZiWh Whe dramaWic VenVe of perVonal reneZal for Zhich Whe onl\ 
e[planaWion ZaV Whe oXWpoXred diYine VpiriW, meanW WhaW eYer\Whing had changed. A neZ 
Zorld had been laXnched. And if people Zere Wr\ing Wo liYe in WhaW neZ Zorld Zhile 
ZanWing aW Whe Vame Wime Wo pXW on a good face before people Zho hadn¶W reali]ed jXVW 
hoZ radical WhiV neZ Zorld ZaV, Whe\ Zere preciVel\ µpXWWing on a face,¶ pla\ing a parW, 
coYering Xp realiW\ ZiWh a maVk. The\ Zere, in VhorW, pla\ acWing.¶ The Greek Zord for 
µpla\acWing¶ iV h\pokriViV, from Zhich Ze geW Whe EngliVh Werm µh\pocriV\¶.´ - PaXl, A 
Biograph\  b\ NT WrighW, p. 145-146 

After the resXrrected King JesXs ascends to take His throne in Yictor\ oYer the kingdom of sin 
and death, he proceeds to initiate the ne[t phase of His kingdom mission that Ze haYe been 
tracing throXghoXt this series: to bless all nations! We haYe seen hoZ JesXs accomplishes 
salYation as the promised seed of the Zoman Zho crXshes the serpent. NoZ, Acts shoZs Xs 
hoZ JesXs tXrns the nations into His kingdom space b\ adopting them into the kingdom famil\ 
and establishing his loYing rXle oYer them as the eYerlasting King.  

The book of Acts seeks to ansZer this qXestion; hoZ ZoXld a strictl\ JeZish message aboXt a 
JeZish King become good neZs that is trXl\ ³for the nations´ considering the sXrroXnding 
cXltXral and traditional diYersit\? EYen JesXs¶ disciples had a JeZish Kingdom in mind! 
HoZeYer, here is the ansZer that JesXs giYes his disciples Zhen the\ ask the qXestion aboXt 
the kingdom:  

AcWV 1:6-8 So Zhen Whe\ had come WogeWher, Whe\ aVked him, ³Lord, Zill \oX aW WhiV Wime 
reVWore Whe kingdom Wo IVrael?´  He Vaid Wo Whem, ³IW iV noW for \oX Wo knoZ WimeV or 
VeaVonV WhaW Whe FaWher haV fi[ed b\ hiV oZn aXWhoriW\.  BXW \oX Zill receiYe poZer Zhen 
Whe Hol\ SpiriW haV come Xpon \oX, and \oX Zill be m\ ZiWneVVeV in JerXValem and in all 
JXdea and Samaria, and Wo Whe end of Whe earWh.´ 
 
JesXs is anticipating something BIGGER! Verse 8 oXtlines the joXrne\ the disciples ZoXld take 
as the\ proceed on their kingdom mission. As man\ JeZs traYeled from aroXnd the area to 
JerXsalem for the Feast of FirstfrXits, this happens:  
 
AcWV 2:4 And VXddenl\ Where came from heaYen a VoXnd like a mighW\ rXVhing Zind, and 
iW filled Whe enWire hoXVe Zhere Whe\ Zere ViWWing. 3 And diYided WongXeV aV fire appeared 
Wo Whem and reVWed on each one of Whem. 4 And Whe\ Zere all filled ZiWh Whe Hol\ SpiriW and 
began Wo Vpeak in oWher WongXeV aV Whe SpiriW gaYe Whem XWWerance.  
 



God establishes His kingdom space not b\ liYing in a tabernacle or a temple. His Spirit noZ 
resides in the hearts of His people! That is good neZs! 
 
The Hol\ Spirit brings the same loYing and relational kingdom aXthorit\ that JesXs had on earth. 
LoYe, trXth, and restoration begin to flood JerXsalem throXgh the disciples. In the folloZing 
chapters, Ze see Peter miracXloXsl\ breaking oXt of prison, healing the lame, and boldl\ 
proclaiming the good neZs that cXt to the heart of man\ listeners: 
 
AcWV 2:37-40  NoZ Zhen Whe\ heard WhiV Whe\ Zere cXW Wo Whe hearW, and Vaid Wo PeWer and 
Whe reVW of Whe apoVWleV, ³BroWherV, ZhaW Vhall Ze do? ́ And PeWer Vaid Wo Whem, ³RepenW 
and be bapWi]ed eYer\ one of \oX in Whe name of JeVXV ChriVW for Whe forgiYeneVV of \oXr 
VinV, and \oX Zill receiYe Whe gifW of Whe Hol\ SpiriW. For Whe promiVe iV for \oX and for 
\oXr children and for all Zho are far off, eYer\one Zhom Whe Lord oXr God callV Wo 
himVelf.´ 
  
As the Hol\ Spirit dreZ more and more people to himself, small kingdom commXnities began to 
form offering a neZ Za\ of life centered aroXnd the loYing and pXrpose driYen rXle of JesXs. 
God¶s kingdom space became a realit\ on earth as it is in heaYen in the poZer of the Hol\ Spirit!  
  
AcWV 4:32-35 NoZ Whe fXll nXmber of WhoVe Zho belieYed Zere of one hearW and VoXl, and 
no one Vaid WhaW an\ of Whe WhingV WhaW belonged Wo him ZaV hiV oZn, bXW Whe\ had 
eYer\Whing in common.  And ZiWh greaW poZer Whe apoVWleV Zere giYing Wheir WeVWimon\ Wo 
Whe reVXrrecWion of Whe Lord JeVXV, and greaW grace ZaV Xpon Whem all.  There ZaV noW a 
need\ perVon among Whem, for aV man\ aV Zere oZnerV of landV or hoXVeV Vold Whem 
and broXghW Whe proceedV of ZhaW ZaV Vold and laid iW aW Whe apoVWleV¶ feeW, and iW ZaV 
diVWribXWed Wo each aV an\ had need. 
 
A neZ kind of mXlti-ethnic familial commXnit\ centered fXll of loYe, generosit\, and pXrpose! 
That is good neZs! 
  
The JeZish religioXs leaders, Zho had thoXght the\ had oYercome this JesXs moYement, Zere 
not happ\ that their religion Zas being Xndermined b\ someone Zho had claimed to fXlfill it. 
Stephen, one of the men Zho Zas chosen to serYe the groZing ³chXrch´ netZork, sa\s this to 
his JeZish aXdience: 
 
AcWV 7:51  ³YoX VWiff-necked people, XncircXmciVed in hearW and earV, \oX alZa\V reViVW 
Whe Hol\ SpiriW. AV \oXr faWherV did, Vo do \oX. Which of Whe propheWV did \oXr faWherV noW 
perVecXWe? And Whe\ killed WhoVe Zho annoXnced beforehand Whe coming of Whe 
RighWeoXV One, Zhom \oX haYe noZ beWra\ed and mXrdered,  \oX Zho receiYed Whe laZ 
aV deliYered b\ angelV and did noW keep iW.´  
 



Stephen became the first mart\r for these comments at the hands of  the religioXs leaders 
forcing the noZ persecXted Christians to flee. Yet, the Hol\ Spirit coXld not be stopped! God 
Xsed this persecXtion to bring the gospel to Samaria and an Ethiopian EXnXch throXgh Phillip. 
 
And oh b\ the Za\, SaXl, the religioXs leader Zho led the stoning of Stephen, God miracXloXsl\ 
grabs hold of him too! 
  
AcWV 9:3-9 NoZ aV he ZenW on hiV Za\, he approached DamaVcXV, and VXddenl\ a lighW 
from heaYen Vhone aroXnd him.  And falling Wo Whe groXnd, he heard a Yoice Va\ing Wo 
him, ³SaXl, SaXl, Zh\ are \oX perVecXWing me?´ And he Vaid, ³Who are \oX, Lord?´ And 
he Vaid, ³I am JeVXV, Zhom \oX are perVecXWing.  BXW riVe and enWer Whe ciW\, and \oX Zill 
be Wold ZhaW \oX are Wo do.´  The men Zho Zere WraYeling ZiWh him VWood VpeechleVV, 
hearing Whe Yoice bXW Veeing no one. SaXl roVe from Whe groXnd, and alWhoXgh hiV e\eV 
Zere opened, he VaZ noWhing. So Whe\ led him b\ Whe hand and broXghW him inWo 
DamaVcXV. And for Whree da\V he ZaV ZiWhoXW VighW, and neiWher aWe nor drank.  
 
From here on oXt, Acts shoZs hoZ the kingdom of God begins to ³break loose´ as it moYes into 
the non-JeZish (Gentile) Zorld from the shackles of religioXs and cXltXral JXdaism. Here is Zhat 
Peter, one of the most prominent JeZs, hears Zhen dealing Zith CorneliXs, a Gentile Zho had 
come to fear the God of the JeZs. 
 
AcWV 10:15 BXW Whe Yoice Vpoke again: µDo noW call VomeWhing Xnclean if God haV made iW 
clean¶´  
 
The cleansing of sins is noZ aYailable to all nations! That is Good NeZs! 
 
This ³break´ betZeen the JeZish tradition and the Gentile Zorld, hoZeYer, Zas an\thing bXt 
smooth and eas\. PaXl Zrites in Galatians 2 aboXt a confrontation betZeen himself and the 
Apostle Peter oYer JeZish cXstoms and traditions that PaXl belieYed mXst noZ be seen in the 
light of the jXstification proYided throXgh Christ¶s death and resXrrection. 

GalaWianV 2:11-12  ³BXW Zhen PeWer came Wo AnWioch, I had Wo oppoVe him Wo hiV face, for 
ZhaW he did ZaV Yer\ Zrong. When he firVW arriYed, he aWe ZiWh Whe GenWile belieYerV, Zho 
Zere noW circXmciVed. BXW afWerZard, Zhen Vome friendV of JameV came, PeWer ZoXldn¶W 
eaW ZiWh Whe GenWileV an\more. He ZaV afraid of criWiciVm from WheVe people Zho inViVWed 
on Whe neceVViW\ of circXmciVion´  

GalaWianV 2:14b-16 ³I Vaid Wo PeWer in fronW of all Whe oWherV, ³Since \oX, a JeZ b\ birWh, 
haYe diVcarded Whe JeZiVh laZV and are liYing like a GenWile, Zh\ are \oX noZ Wr\ing Wo 
make WheVe GenWileV folloZ Whe JeZiVh WradiWionV?´  ³YoX and I are JeZV b\ birWh, noW 
µVinnerV¶ like Whe GenWileV. YeW Ze knoZ WhaW a perVon iV made righW ZiWh God b\ faiWh in 
JeVXV ChriVW, noW b\ obe\ing Whe laZ. And Ze haYe belieYed in ChriVW JeVXV, Vo WhaW Ze 



mighW be made righW ZiWh God becaXVe of oXr faiWh in ChriVW, noW becaXVe Ze haYe obe\ed 
Whe laZ. For no one Zill eYer be made righW ZiWh God b\ obe\ing Whe laZ´ 

It Zas going to take a special effort to reconcile the YarioXs cXltXres and traditions in 
order to Xnite the JeZs and the Gentile Zorld. Yet once again, the Hol\ Spirit coXld not be 
stopped! 

 
The second half of Acts folloZs PaXl, formerl\ knoZn as SaXl, Zho sets oXt on 3 different 

missionar\ joXrne\s to share this good neZs to an\one and eYer\one Zho ZoXld listen across 
the empire of Rome! As a JeZ, he is able to speak into their cXltXre, \et as a citi]en of Rome, 
he is able to empathi]e Zith the cXltXral inflXences that had been permeating each societ\ in the 
Roman Empire. 

 
1 CorinWhianV 9:20-23 To Whe JeZV I became aV a JeZ, in order Wo Zin JeZV. To WhoVe 
Xnder Whe laZ I became aV one Xnder Whe laZ (WhoXgh noW being m\Velf Xnder Whe laZ) WhaW 
I mighW Zin WhoVe Xnder Whe laZ.  To WhoVe oXWVide Whe laZ I became aV one oXWVide Whe 
laZ (noW being oXWVide Whe laZ of God bXW Xnder Whe laZ of ChriVW) WhaW I mighW Zin WhoVe 
oXWVide Whe laZ. To Whe Zeak I became Zeak, WhaW I mighW Zin Whe Zeak. I haYe become all 
WhingV Wo all people, WhaW b\ all meanV I mighW VaYe Vome.  I do iW all for Whe Vake of Whe 
goVpel, WhaW I ma\ Vhare ZiWh Whem in iWV bleVVingV.  

This radical and reYolXtionar\ theme - the salYation of the nations - that the Hol\ Spirit Xnfolds in 
the book of Acts, as Zell as from m\ e[perience in cross-cXltXral missions in China, Cambodia 
and the Ba\ Area, I haYe come to loYe and celebrate the mXlti-ethnic, mXlticXltXral, mXlti-lingXal 
e[pression of the kingdom of God! I belieYe that this trXth aboXt God¶s kingdom has direct 
implications in modern-da\ American cXltXre, as Zell. The kingdom of JesXs is not e[clXsiYe to 
an\ race, langXage or cXltXre ± it is trXl\ composed of those from eYer\ tribe, tongXe and nation. 
It is the realit\ that ZhereYer \oX come from, the Hol\ Spirit cleanses \oX of \oXr sin and \oX 
are adopted into God¶s kingdom famil\. FXrthermore, \oX \oXrself become God¶s space and 
God¶s representatiYe in \oXr commXnit\! 

The book of Acts conclXdes Zith PaXl reaching Rome to preach the gospel in the midst of one 
of the most poZerfXl earthl\ kingdoms the Zorld has eYer knoZn.  
 
AcWV 28:30-31 He liYed Where WZo Zhole \earV aW hiV oZn e[penVe, and Zelcomed all Zho 
came Wo him,  proclaiming Whe kingdom of God and Weaching aboXW Whe Lord JeVXV ChriVW 
ZiWh all boldneVV and ZiWhoXW hindrance.  
 
The kingdom of God Zas being established right Xnder the roof of the Roman Empire. We are 
left to Zonder, ZoXld the most poZerfXl earthl\ kingdom be able to qXench the Zork of the Hol\ 
Spirit? Which kingdom ZoXld Xltimatel\ preYail?  
 

-Rand\ Odom 



  
 
Share Whe GoVpel: As I think aboXt the book Acts, as Zell as the passage from Galatians Zhere 
PaXl confronts Peter, I see that a fresh presentation and Xnderstanding of the gospel is 
sometimes as necessar\ for belieYers, as Zell as for XnbelieYers. Sometimes a recalibration of 
the perspectiYe of belieYers is necessar\ as Ze can too easil\ fail to see the reYolXtionar\ 
aspect of the gospel Ze claim to belieYe and profess. Therefore, as the gospel confronts a non- 
belieYer to consider the claims of Christ on his or her life, it confronts the belieYer to more 
deepl\ consider the implications of those claims and hoZ the\ appl\ to the Za\ one interacts 
Zith the diYerse Zorld aroXnd them. 
 
 

Personal ObserYations, Reflections, and Pra\ers: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


