
The Gospel of jhe Kingdom 

Week 7 - Da\ 2: PaXl¶s Kingdom ToXr 

EpheVianV 1:16-22 I do noW ceaVe Wo giYe WhankV for \oX, remembering \oX in m\ pra\erV, 
WhaW Whe God of oXr Lord JeVXV ChriVW, Whe FaWher of glor\, ma\ giYe \oX Whe SpiriW of 
ZiVdom and of reYelaWion in Whe ​ knoZledge of him​, ​ ​haYing Whe e\eV of \oXr hearWV 
enlighWened, WhaW \oX ma\ knoZ ZhaW iV Whe ​ hope ​Wo Zhich he haV called \oX, ZhaW are 
Whe richeV of hiV glorioXV ​ inheriWance ​ in Whe VainWV, and ZhaW iV Whe immeaVXrable 
greaWneVV of hiV ​poZer ​ WoZard XV Zho belieYe, according Wo Whe Zorking of hiV greaW 
mighW ​ ​WhaW he Zorked in ChriVW Zhen he raiVed him from Whe dead and VeaWed him aW hiV 
righW hand in Whe heaYenl\ placeV, ​ ​far aboYe all rXle and aXWhoriW\ and poZer and 
dominion, and aboYe eYer\ name WhaW iV named, noW onl\ in WhiV age bXW alVo in Whe one Wo 
come.​ ​And he pXW all WhingV Xnder hiV feeW and gaYe him aV head oYer all WhingV Wo Whe 
chXrch, Zhich iV hiV bod\, Whe fXllneVV of him Zho fillV all in all. 
  
 Yesterda\, Ze saZ that the last half of Acts docXments PaXl¶s joXrne\s to reach the 
Gentile Zorld Zith the Good NeZs! Toda\, I ZoXld like to take \oX on a kingdom toXr alongside 
PaXl b\ selecting ke\ Yerses from each of his letters. These selections Zill captXre the essence 
of PaXl¶s oYerall gospel message and the oYerarching conYersations betZeen PaXl and the local 
chXrch to Zhom he Zas Zriting. JXst like PaXl, I pra\ that \oXr heart ma\ be enlightened to the 
hope of salYation foXnd throXgh the forgiYeness of sins made possible b\ King JesXs, the rich 
inheritance of being a part of his kingdom famil\, and the YictorioXs and poZerfXl rXle of King 
JesXs made aYailable to the priesthood of belieYers! 
  
Let¶s begin in Colossae! In opposition to other religioXs claims, PaXl points oXt that spiritXal 
fXllness and Yitalit\ is ​e[cOXViYeO\​ foXnd throXgh a relationship Zith JesXs becaXse of Zho he 
claimed to be and Zho PaXl belieYes he is: 
  
ColoVVianV 1:15-20 He iV Whe image of Whe inYiVible God, Whe firVWborn of all creaWion. For 
b\ him all WhingV Zere creaWed, in heaYen and on earWh, YiVible and inYiVible, ZheWher 
WhroneV or dominionV or rXlerV or aXWhoriWieV²all WhingV Zere creaWed WhroXgh him and 
for him. And he iV before all WhingV, and in him all WhingV hold WogeWher. And he iV Whe 
head of Whe bod\, Whe chXrch. He iV Whe beginning, Whe firVWborn from Whe dead, WhaW in 
eYer\Whing he mighW be preeminenW. ​ ​For in him all Whe fXllneVV of God ZaV pleaVed Wo 
dZell, ​ ​and WhroXgh him Wo reconcile Wo himVelf all WhingV, ZheWher on earWh or in heaYen, 
making peace b\ Whe blood of hiV croVV. 
  
For PaXl, it makes sense for the entire stor\ to start Zith JesXs if he e[isted before all things 
Zere made. In other Zords, PaXl starts Zith the notion that JesXs has eternall\ been God! In 
order to Xnderstand the hXman condition, let¶s folloZ PaXl¶s joXrne\ to Rome. Speaking to a 
conglomeration of JeZs and Gentiles, PaXl points oXt the one thing that Xnites Xs all: 
  



RomanV 1:21 For alWhoXgh Whe\ kneZ God, Whe\ did noW honor him aV God or giYe WhankV 
Wo him, bXW Whe\ became fXWile in Wheir Whinking, and Wheir fooliVh hearWV Zere darkened. 
  
RomanV 3:23 ...for all haYe Vinned and fall VhorW of Whe glor\ of God 
  
RomanV 8:20-21 For Whe creaWion ZaV VXbjecWed Wo fXWiliW\, noW Zillingl\, bXW becaXVe of 
him Zho VXbjecWed iW, in hope ​ ​WhaW Whe creaWion iWVelf Zill be VeW free from iWV bondage Wo 
corrXpWion and obWain Whe freedom of Whe glor\ of Whe children of God. 
  
OXt of his loYe and merc\, God chose to do something aboXt this. PaXl encoXrages the chXrch 
at Philippi to hold onto the trXths of this beaXtifXl song Zhich he ma\ haYe sang Zhile he Zas in 
prison there: 
  
PhilippianV 2:5-11 HaYe WhiV mind among \oXrVelYeV, Zhich iV \oXrV in ChriVW JeVXV, 
Zho, WhoXgh he ZaV in Whe form of God, did noW coXnW eqXaliW\ ZiWh God a Whing Wo be 
graVped, bXW empWied himVelf, b\ Waking Whe form of a VerYanW, being born in Whe likeneVV 
of men.​ ​And being foXnd in hXman form, he hXmbled himVelf b\ becoming obedienW Wo 
Whe poinW of deaWh, eYen deaWh on a croVV. Therefore God haV highl\ e[alWed him and 
beVWoZed on him Whe name WhaW iV aboYe eYer\ name, ​ ​Vo WhaW aW Whe name of JeVXV eYer\ 
knee VhoXld boZ, in heaYen and on earWh and Xnder Whe earWh, ​ ​and eYer\ WongXe confeVV 
WhaW JeVXV ChriVW iV Lord, Wo Whe glor\ of God Whe FaWher. 
  
 JesXs came to Xs to conqXer the kingdom of sin and death! PaXl¶s letter to the Galatians 
reminds them that in light of Zhat JesXs has done, the trXe and simple gospel inYitation is to 
come to Him b\ faith in his promises, Zhich is entirel\ apart from the laZ: 
  
GalaWianV 2:19-20 ​ ​For WhroXgh Whe laZ I died Wo Whe laZ, Vo WhaW I mighW liYe Wo God. I haYe 
been crXcified ZiWh ChriVW. IW iV no longer I Zho liYe, bXW ChriVW Zho liYeV in me. And Whe 
life I noZ liYe in Whe fleVh I liYe b\ faiWh in Whe Son of God, Zho loYed me and gaYe himVelf 
for me. 
 
RomanV 10:9 if \oX confeVV ZiWh \oXr moXWh WhaW JeVXV iV Lord and belieYe in \oXr hearW 
WhaW God raiVed him from Whe dead, \oX Zill be VaYed 
 
  
HoZ does the Messiah saYe Xs? The book of 1 ​st​ Corinthians constantl\ reminds Xs of the 
beaXtifXl Zisdom of the cross, that God paid for oXr sins so that Ze coXld become God¶s 
kingdom space in a neZ spiritXal realit\! 
  
1 CorinWhianV 1:18 For Whe Zord of Whe croVV iV foll\ Wo WhoVe Zho are periVhing, bXW Wo XV 
Zho are being VaYed iW iV Whe poZer of God. 
  



1 CorinWhianV 3:16, 6:19 ​ ​Do \oX noW knoZ WhaW \oX are God¶V Wemple and WhaW God¶V SpiriW 
dZellV in \oX? 
  
The kingdom of JesXs comes throXgh the Hol\ Spirit Zhere he is able to dZell Zith Xs, gXide Xs, 
shoZer Xs Zith his loYe, rXle Xs as Lord, and giYe Xs a neZ pXrpose! B\ faith, Ze haYe entered 
into his kingdom famil\ Xnder His kingdom aXthorit\! We haYe become His neZ kingdom space 
so that eYer\Zhere Ze go, Ze bring His kingdom on earth! This is hoZ the kingdom has come 
here on earth! 
  
RomanV 14:17 For Whe ​kingdom of God​ iV noW a maWWer of eaWing and drinking bXW of 
righWeoXVneVV and peace and jo\ in Whe Hol\ SpiriW. 
  
This seems nice and all, bXt let¶s get real! HoZ do Ze take into accoXnt a Zorld that is still 
sXffering from the effects of sin? PaXl encoXrages Xs to embrace oXr sXffering for the gospel 
that Zill ineYitabl\ come oXr Za\ since the Zorld and oXr flesh is still marked b\ the kingdom of 
Satan. The\ Zill ineYitabl\ be hostile toZards God¶s kingdom. He challenges Xs to endXre jXst 
like he e[presses in 2nd Timoth\, a letter Zritten right before PaXl faces his oZn death. 
  
2 TimoWh\ 1:8-10 Therefore do noW be aVhamed of Whe WeVWimon\ aboXW oXr Lord, nor of 
me hiV priVoner, bXW Vhare in VXffering for Whe goVpel b\ Whe poZer of God, ​ ​Zho VaYed XV 
and called XV Wo a hol\ calling, noW becaXVe of oXr ZorkV bXW becaXVe of hiV oZn pXrpoVe 
and grace, Zhich he gaYe XV in ChriVW JeVXV before Whe ageV began, ​10 ​and Zhich noZ haV 
been manifeVWed WhroXgh Whe appearing of oXr SaYior ChriVW JeVXV, Zho aboliVhed deaWh 
and broXghW life and immorWaliW\ Wo lighW WhroXgh Whe goVpel, ​ ​for Zhich I ZaV appoinWed a 
preacher and apoVWle and Weacher, Zhich iV Zh\ I VXffer aV I do. 
  
This endXrance comes from the knoZledge that eYen thoXgh the kingdom has broken throXgh 
on earth, all things haYe \et to be fXll\ reconciled back to God. One da\, JesXs Zill retXrn to 
jXdge the kingdom of sin entirel\ and the kingdom of God Zill restore all things both spiritXal and 
ph\sical. The prophets refer to this as the coming da\ of the Lord; a topic Zhich concerned the 
Thessalonians greatl\: 
  
1 TheVValonianV 5:1-6 NoZ concerning Whe WimeV and Whe VeaVonV, broWherV, \oX haYe no 
need Wo haYe an\Whing ZriWWen Wo \oX. For \oX \oXrVelYeV are fXll\ aZare WhaW Whe da\ of 
Whe Lord Zill come like a Whief in Whe nighW. While people are Va\ing, ³There iV peace and 
VecXriW\,´ When VXdden deVWrXcWion Zill come Xpon Whem aV labor painV come Xpon a 
pregnanW Zoman, and Whe\ Zill noW eVcape. ​ ​BXW \oX are noW in darkneVV, broWherV, for WhaW 
da\ Wo VXrpriVe \oX like a Whief. ​ ​For \oX are all children of lighW, children of Whe da\. We 
are noW of Whe nighW or of Whe darkneVV. ​ ​So When leW XV noW Vleep, aV oWherV do, bXW leW XV 
keep aZake and be Vober. 
 
2 TheVValonianV 1:9-12 The\ Zill VXffer Whe pXniVhmenW of eWernal deVWrXcWion, aZa\ from 
Whe preVence of Whe Lord and from Whe glor\ of hiV mighW, ​ ​Zhen he comeV on WhaW da\ Wo 



be glorified in hiV VainWV, and Wo be marYeled aW among all Zho haYe belieYed, becaXVe 
oXr WeVWimon\ Wo \oX ZaV belieYed. ​ ​To WhiV end Ze alZa\V pra\ for \oX, WhaW oXr God ma\ 
make \oX ZorWh\ of hiV calling and ma\ fXlfill eYer\ reVolYe for good and eYer\ Zork of 
faiWh b\ hiV poZer, ​ ​Vo WhaW Whe name of oXr Lord JeVXV ma\ be glorified in \oX, and \oX 
in him, according Wo Whe grace of oXr God and Whe Lord JeVXV ChriVW. 
  
The kingdom of God has broken throXgh right here on earth Yia JesXs¶ decisiYe Yictor\ on the 
cross. At the same time, the kingdom has \et to be fXll\ reali]ed Zhile Ze e[ist on this earth that 
is cXrsed b\ sin. So Ze Zait in hope that all that is perishable Zill be made neZ: 
 
1 CorinWhianV 15:50-55 I Well \oX WhiV, broWherV: fleVh and blood cannoW inheriW Whe 
kingdom of God, nor doeV Whe periVhable inheriW Whe imperiVhable. ​ ​Behold! I Well \oX a 
m\VWer\. We Vhall noW all Vleep, bXW Ze Vhall all be changed, ​ ​in a momenW, in Whe WZinkling 
of an e\e, aW Whe laVW WrXmpeW. For Whe WrXmpeW Zill VoXnd, and Whe dead Zill be raiVed 
imperiVhable, and Ze Vhall be changed. ​ ​For WhiV periVhable bod\ mXVW pXW on Whe 
imperiVhable, and WhiV morWal bod\ mXVW pXW on immorWaliW\.​ ​When Whe periVhable pXWV on 
Whe imperiVhable, and Whe morWal pXWV on immorWaliW\, When Vhall come Wo paVV Whe Va\ing 
WhaW iV ZriWWen: ³DeaWh iV VZalloZed Xp in YicWor\. O deaWh, Zhere iV \oXr YicWor\? O 
deaWh, Zhere iV \oXr VWing?´  
 
This does not mean Ze shoXld seek to escape the ph\sical Zorld in faYor of the spiritXal Zorld. 
While Ze continXe to liYe hopefXll\ for the eternal restoration of all things in the fXtXre, Ze 
become JesXs¶ kingdom representatiYes on earth Zho are sent oXt on His mission to reconcile 
all things back to Himself in the present jXst as he did for \oX and me!  
  
2 CorinWhianV 5:16-20 ​ ​From noZ on, Wherefore, Ze regard no one according Wo Whe fleVh. 
EYen WhoXgh Ze once regarded ChriVW according Wo Whe fleVh, Ze regard him WhXV no 
longer. ​ ​Therefore, if an\one iV in ChriVW, he iV a neZ creaWion. The old haV paVVed aZa\; 
behold, Whe neZ haV come. ​ ​All WhiV iV from God, Zho WhroXgh ChriVW reconciled XV Wo 
himVelf and gaYe XV Whe miniVWr\ of reconciliaWion; WhaW iV, in ChriVW God ZaV reconciling 
Whe Zorld Wo himVelf, noW coXnWing Wheir WreVpaVVeV againVW Whem, and enWrXVWing Wo XV Whe 
meVVage of reconciliaWion. ​ ​Therefore, Ze are ambaVVadorV for ChriVW, God making hiV 
appeal WhroXgh XV. We implore \oX on behalf of ChriVW, be reconciled Wo God. 
 
If oXr role in God¶s kingdom is an\thing like it Zas in the garden, Ze shoXld e[pect to see 
hXmanit\ on the road back to peace and harmon\ throXgh this ministr\ of reconciliation. This is 
the Yision of the chXrch that is driYen b\ a certain lifest\le that inYolYes the trXth and grace of 
JesXs. Here is Zhat PaXl sa\s to tZo of his disciples aboXt hoZ the chXrch stands oXt in 
different commXnities: 
  
1 TimoWh\ 3:14-15 I hope Wo come Wo \oX Voon, bXW I am ZriWing WheVe WhingV Wo \oX Vo 
WhaW, if I dela\, \oX ma\ knoZ hoZ one oXghW Wo behaYe in Whe hoXVehold of God, Zhich iV 
Whe chXrch of Whe liYing God, a pillar and bXWWreVV of Whe WrXWh. 



  
TiWXV 2:11-14 ​ ​For Whe grace of God haV appeared, bringing ValYaWion for all people, 
Wraining XV Wo renoXnce XngodlineVV and Zorldl\ paVVionV, and Wo liYe Velf-conWrolled, 
XprighW, and godl\ liYeV in Whe preVenW age, ​ ​ZaiWing for oXr bleVVed hope, Whe appearing 
of Whe glor\ of oXr greaW God and SaYior JeVXV ChriVW, Zho gaYe himVelf for XV Wo redeem 
XV from all laZleVVneVV and Wo pXrif\ for himVelf a people for hiV oZn poVVeVVion Zho 
are ]ealoXV for good ZorkV. 
  
PaXl¶s last letter demonstrates hoZ poZerfXl reconciliation can be! God¶s rXle brings harmon\ 
eYen to the most destrXctiYe relationships of societ\; a 1st centXr\ rXnaZa\ slaYe (OnesimXs) 
and his master (Philemon). 
  
Philemon 10-18 ​ ​I appeal Wo \oX for m\ child, OneVimXV, ZhoVe faWher I became in m\ 
impriVonmenW. (Formerl\ he ZaV XVeleVV Wo \oX, bXW noZ he iV indeed XVefXl Wo \oX and 
Wo me.) I am Vending him back Wo \oX, Vending m\ Yer\ hearW. ​ ​I ZoXld haYe been glad Wo 
keep him ZiWh me, in order WhaW he mighW VerYe me on \oXr behalf dXring m\ 
impriVonmenW for Whe goVpel, bXW I preferred Wo do noWhing ZiWhoXW \oXr conVenW in order 
WhaW \oXr goodneVV mighW noW be b\ compXlVion bXW of \oXr oZn accord. ​ ​For WhiV 
perhapV iV Zh\ he ZaV parWed from \oX for a Zhile, WhaW \oX mighW haYe him back foreYer,  
no longer aV a bondVerYanW bXW more Whan a bondVerYanW, aV a beloYed 
broWher²eVpeciall\ Wo me, bXW hoZ mXch more Wo \oX, boWh in Whe fleVh and in Whe Lord. 

 ​So if \oX conVider me \oXr parWner, receiYe him aV \oX ZoXld receiYe me. If he haV 
Zronged \oX aW all, or oZeV \oX an\Whing, charge WhaW Wo m\ accoXnW. ​ ​I, PaXl, ZriWe WhiV 
ZiWh m\ oZn hand: I Zill repa\ iW²Wo Va\ noWhing of \oXr oZing me eYen \oXr oZn Velf.  
YeV, broWher, I ZanW Vome benefiW from \oX in Whe Lord. RefreVh m\ hearW in ChriVW´  

 
Will \oX be a part of God¶s kingdom famil\ and kingdom mission on this earth as Ze aZait the 
coming of JesXs? 
 

-AJ Vanegas 
 

Share Whe GoVpel: ​PaXl¶s challenge to Xs e[ists in the tension that God¶s kingdom can be 
made a realit\ here on earth Zhile still Zaiting for the final jXdgment of sin and the permanent 
establishment of God¶s kingdom. The former message offers a life of intimac\ Zith the Creator 
of the UniYerse, trXe and meaningfXl life change throXgh JesXs¶ conqXering of sin, and 
tremendoXs kingdom pXrpose on this earth throXgh the Hol\ spirit. The latter offers hope for an 
eternal e[istence ZithoXt sin or sXffering! 

 
 

Personal ObserYations, Reflections, and Pra\ers: 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


