
The Gospel of jhe Kingdom 

:HHN 7 - DD\ 4: A 1HZ KLQJGRP 3RVWXUH 7RZDUGV LLIH 

AV I VWDUWHG WR SUHSDUH WKH ZULWH XS IRU WKLV OHVVRQ, I GLG QRW WKLQN I ZRXOG GHWDLO RXW PDQ\ 
VFULSWXUHV. I OLVWHG WKH UHIHUHQFHV EXW ZRQGHUHG LI HYHU\RQH ZRXOG JDLQ EHWWHU FODULW\ LI WKH\ UHDG 
DQG KLJKOLJKWHG WKH VFULSWXUHV ZKLFK VSRNH WR WKHP LQGLYLGXDOO\, LQ WKHLU RZQ BLEOHV. BXW DV I ZDV 
UHDGLQJ WKH SDVVDJHV RI VFULSWXUH ± EDFN WR EDFN, WKH PHVVDJH EHFDPH VR FOHDU.  7KH EHDXW\ RI 
WKH PHVVDJH LV HYLGHQW LQ WKH UHSHWLWLRQ RI WKH FRQFHSW, RYHU DQG RYHU DJDLQ. EDFK H[DPSOH 
FODULILHV ZKDW LW PHDQV WR OLYH WKH µNLQJGRP OLIH¶ RI ORYH HYHQ LQ WKH PLGVW RI VXIIHULQJ DQG ZK\ ZH 
DUH FDOOHG WR GR LW. IW IHOW DOPRVW OLNH WKH HRO\ 6SLULW ZDV KLJKOLJKWLQJ WKH WH[W IRU PH DQG EXUQLQJ LW 
LQWR P\ VRXO. I ZRXOG OLNH WR LQYLWH \RX QRZ LQWR WKDW VDPH H[SHULHQFH. :LOO \RX UHDG WKHVH 
YHUVHV DQG ZULWH D EULHI UHIOHFWLRQ EHIRUH ZH MXPS LQWR WRGD\¶V OHVVRQ? :KDW LV WKH HRO\ 6SLULW 
WHOOLQJ \RX? 
 
 
JDPHV 1:2-4 
CRQVLGHU LW SXUH MR\, P\ EURWKHUV DQG VLVWHUV, ZKHQHYHU \RX IDFH WULDOV RI PDQ\ NLQGV, ​3 

EHFDXVH \RX NQRZ WKDW WKH WHVWLQJ RI \RXU IDLWK SURGXFHV SHUVHYHUDQFH. ​4 ​LHW 
SHUVHYHUDQFH ILQLVK LWV ZRUN VR WKDW \RX PD\ EH PDWXUH DQG FRPSOHWH, QRW ODFNLQJ 
DQ\WKLQJ. 
  
JDPHV 1:19-22 
M\ GHDU EURWKHUV DQG VLVWHUV, WDNH QRWH RI WKLV: EYHU\RQH VKRXOG EH TXLFN WR OLVWHQ, VORZ 
WR VSHDN DQG VORZ WR EHFRPH DQJU\, ​20 ​EHFDXVH KXPDQ DQJHU GRHV QRW SURGXFH WKH 
ULJKWHRXVQHVV WKDW GRG GHVLUHV.​21  ​7KHUHIRUH, JHW ULG RI DOO PRUDO ILOWK DQG WKH HYLO WKDW LV 
VR SUHYDOHQW DQG KXPEO\ DFFHSW WKH ZRUG SODQWHG LQ \RX, ZKLFK FDQ VDYH \RX.​22 ​DR QRW 
PHUHO\ OLVWHQ WR WKH ZRUG, DQG VR GHFHLYH \RXUVHOYHV. DR ZKDW LW VD\V. 
  
JDPHV 2:17-19, 26 
IQ WKH VDPH ZD\, IDLWK E\ LWVHOI, LI LW LV QRW DFFRPSDQLHG E\ DFWLRQ, LV GHDG.​18 ​BXW VRPHRQH 
ZLOO VD\, ³<RX KDYH IDLWK; I KDYH GHHGV.´ 6KRZ PH \RXU IDLWK ZLWKRXW GHHGV, DQG I ZLOO 
VKRZ \RX P\ IDLWK E\ P\ GHHGV. ​19 ​<RX EHOLHYH WKDW WKHUH LV RQH GRG. GRRG! EYHQ WKH 
GHPRQV EHOLHYH WKDW²DQG VKXGGHU. 
AV WKH ERG\ ZLWKRXW WKH VSLULW LV GHDG, VR IDLWK ZLWKRXW GHHGV LV GHDG. 
  
JDPHV 4:7-10 
6XEPLW \RXUVHOYHV, WKHQ, WR GRG. 5HVLVW WKH GHYLO, DQG KH ZLOO IOHH IURP \RX. ​8 ​CRPH QHDU 
WR GRG DQG KH ZLOO FRPH QHDU WR \RX. :DVK \RXU KDQGV, \RX VLQQHUV, DQG SXULI\ \RXU 
KHDUWV, \RX GRXEOH-PLQGHG. ​9 ​GULHYH, PRXUQ DQG ZDLO. CKDQJH \RXU ODXJKWHU WR PRXUQLQJ 
DQG \RXU MR\ WR JORRP. ​10 ​HXPEOH \RXUVHOYHV EHIRUH WKH LRUG, DQG KH ZLOO OLIW \RX XS. 
  
1 3HWHU 1:6-9, 22-23 



IQ DOO WKLV \RX JUHDWO\ UHMRLFH, WKRXJK QRZ IRU D OLWWOH ZKLOH \RX PD\ KDYH KDG WR VXIIHU 
JULHI LQ DOO NLQGV RI WULDOV. ​7 ​7KHVH KDYH FRPH VR WKDW WKH SURYHQ JHQXLQHQHVV RI \RXU 
IDLWK²RI JUHDWHU ZRUWK WKDQ JROG, ZKLFK SHULVKHV HYHQ WKRXJK UHILQHG E\ ILUH²PD\ UHVXOW 
LQ SUDLVH, JORU\ DQG KRQRU ZKHQ JHVXV CKULVW LV UHYHDOHG. ​8 ​7KRXJK \RX KDYH QRW VHHQ 
KLP, \RX ORYH KLP; DQG HYHQ WKRXJK \RX GR QRW VHH KLP QRZ, \RX EHOLHYH LQ KLP DQG DUH 
ILOOHG ZLWK DQ LQH[SUHVVLEOH DQG JORULRXV MR\, ​9 ​IRU \RX DUH UHFHLYLQJ WKH HQG UHVXOW RI \RXU 
IDLWK, WKH VDOYDWLRQ RI \RXU VRXOV.  
 

22 ​NRZ WKDW \RX KDYH SXULILHG \RXUVHOYHV E\ REH\LQJ WKH WUXWK VR WKDW \RX KDYH VLQFHUH 
ORYH IRU HDFK RWKHU, ORYH RQH DQRWKHU GHHSO\, IURP WKH KHDUW.​23 ​FRU \RX KDYH EHHQ ERUQ 
DJDLQ, QRW RI SHULVKDEOH VHHG, EXW RI LPSHULVKDEOH, WKURXJK WKH OLYLQJ DQG HQGXULQJ ZRUG 
RI GRG. 
  
1 3HWHU 2:21-25 
7R WKLV \RX ZHUH FDOOHG, EHFDXVH CKULVW VXIIHUHG IRU \RX, OHDYLQJ \RX DQ H[DPSOH, WKDW 
\RX VKRXOG IROORZ LQ KLV VWHSV. ​22 ​³HH FRPPLWWHG QR VLQ, DQG QR GHFHLW ZDV IRXQG LQ KLV 
PRXWK.´:KHQ WKH\ KXUOHG WKHLU LQVXOWV DW KLP, KH GLG QRW UHWDOLDWH; ZKHQ KH VXIIHUHG, KH 
PDGH QR WKUHDWV. IQVWHDG, KH HQWUXVWHG KLPVHOI WR KLP ZKR MXGJHV MXVWO\. ​24 ​³HH KLPVHOI 
ERUH RXU VLQV´ LQ KLV ERG\ RQ WKH FURVV, VR WKDW ZH PLJKW GLH WR VLQV DQG OLYH IRU 
ULJKWHRXVQHVV; ³E\ KLV ZRXQGV \RX KDYH EHHQ KHDOHG.´ ​25 ​FRU ³\RX ZHUH OLNH VKHHS JRLQJ 
DVWUD\,´ EXW QRZ \RX KDYH UHWXUQHG WR WKH 6KHSKHUG DQG OYHUVHHU RI \RXU VRXOV. 
  
1 3HWHU 4:12-19 
DHDU IULHQGV, GR QRW EH VXUSULVHG DW WKH ILHU\ RUGHDO WKDW KDV FRPH RQ \RX WR WHVW \RX, DV 
WKRXJK VRPHWKLQJ VWUDQJH ZHUH KDSSHQLQJ WR \RX. ​13 ​BXW UHMRLFH LQ DV PXFK DV \RX 
SDUWLFLSDWH LQ WKH VXIIHULQJV RI CKULVW, VR WKDW \RX PD\ EH RYHUMR\HG ZKHQ KLV JORU\ LV 
UHYHDOHG. ​14 ​II \RX DUH LQVXOWHG EHFDXVH RI WKH QDPH RI CKULVW, \RX DUH EOHVVHG, IRU WKH 
6SLULW RI JORU\ DQG RI GRG UHVWV RQ \RX. ​15 ​II \RX VXIIHU, LW VKRXOG QRW EH DV D PXUGHUHU RU 
WKLHI RU DQ\ RWKHU NLQG RI FULPLQDO, RU HYHQ DV D PHGGOHU. ​16 ​HRZHYHU, LI \RX VXIIHU DV D 
CKULVWLDQ, GR QRW EH DVKDPHG, EXW SUDLVH GRG WKDW \RX EHDU WKDW QDPH. ​17 ​FRU LW LV WLPH IRU 
MXGJPHQW WR EHJLQ ZLWK GRG¶V KRXVHKROG; DQG LI LW EHJLQV ZLWK XV, ZKDW ZLOO WKH RXWFRPH 
EH IRU WKRVH ZKR GR QRW REH\ WKH JRVSHO RI GRG? ​18 ​AQG, ³II LW LV KDUG IRU WKH ULJKWHRXV WR 
EH VDYHG, ZKDW ZLOO EHFRPH RI WKH XQJRGO\ DQG WKH VLQQHU?´ ​19 ​6R WKHQ, WKRVH ZKR VXIIHU 
DFFRUGLQJ WR GRG¶V ZLOO VKRXOG FRPPLW WKHPVHOYHV WR WKHLU IDLWKIXO CUHDWRU DQG FRQWLQXH 
WR GR JRRG. 
  
2 3HWHU 1:3-7 
HLV GLYLQH SRZHU KDV JLYHQ XV HYHU\WKLQJ ZH QHHG IRU D JRGO\ OLIH WKURXJK RXU NQRZOHGJH 
RI KLP ZKR FDOOHG XV E\ KLV RZQ JORU\ DQG JRRGQHVV. ​4 ​7KURXJK WKHVH KH KDV JLYHQ XV KLV 
YHU\ JUHDW DQG SUHFLRXV SURPLVHV, VR WKDW WKURXJK WKHP \RX PD\ SDUWLFLSDWH LQ WKH GLYLQH 
QDWXUH, KDYLQJ HVFDSHG WKH FRUUXSWLRQ LQ WKH ZRUOG FDXVHG E\ HYLO GHVLUHV. ​5 ​FRU WKLV YHU\ 
UHDVRQ, PDNH HYHU\ HIIRUW WR DGG WR \RXU IDLWK JRRGQHVV; DQG WR JRRGQHVV, NQRZOHGJH; ​6 



DQG WR NQRZOHGJH, VHOI-FRQWURO; DQG WR VHOI-FRQWURO, SHUVHYHUDQFH; DQG WR SHUVHYHUDQFH, 
JRGOLQHVV; ​7 ​DQG WR JRGOLQHVV, PXWXDO DIIHFWLRQ; DQG WR PXWXDO DIIHFWLRQ, ORYH. 
  
2 3HWHU 3:10-16 
BXW WKH GD\ RI WKH LRUG ZLOO FRPH OLNH D WKLHI. 7KH KHDYHQV ZLOO GLVDSSHDU ZLWK D URDU; WKH 
HOHPHQWV ZLOO EH GHVWUR\HG E\ ILUH, DQG WKH HDUWK DQG HYHU\WKLQJ GRQH LQ LW ZLOO EH ODLG 
EDUH.​  11 ​6LQFH HYHU\WKLQJ ZLOO EH GHVWUR\HG LQ WKLV ZD\, ZKDW NLQG RI SHRSOH RXJKW \RX WR 
EH? <RX RXJKW WR OLYH KRO\ DQG JRGO\ OLYHV ​12 ​DV \RX ORRN IRUZDUG WR WKH GD\ RI GRG DQG 
VSHHG LWV FRPLQJ. 7KDW GD\ ZLOO EULQJ DERXW WKH GHVWUXFWLRQ RI WKH KHDYHQV E\ ILUH, DQG 
WKH HOHPHQWV ZLOO PHOW LQ WKH KHDW. ​13 ​BXW LQ NHHSLQJ ZLWK KLV SURPLVH ZH DUH ORRNLQJ 
IRUZDUG WR D QHZ KHDYHQ DQG D QHZ HDUWK, ZKHUH ULJKWHRXVQHVV GZHOOV. ​14 ​6R WKHQ, GHDU 
IULHQGV, VLQFH \RX DUH ORRNLQJ IRUZDUG WR WKLV, PDNH HYHU\ HIIRUW WR EH IRXQG VSRWOHVV, 
EODPHOHVV DQG DW SHDFH ZLWK KLP. ​15 ​BHDU LQ PLQG WKDW RXU LRUG¶V SDWLHQFH PHDQV 
VDOYDWLRQ, MXVW DV RXU GHDU EURWKHU 3DXO DOVR ZURWH \RX ZLWK WKH ZLVGRP WKDW GRG JDYH 
KLP. ​16 ​HH ZULWHV WKH VDPH ZD\ LQ DOO KLV OHWWHUV, VSHDNLQJ LQ WKHP RI WKHVH PDWWHUV. HLV 
OHWWHUV FRQWDLQ VRPH WKLQJV WKDW DUH KDUG WR XQGHUVWDQG, ZKLFK LJQRUDQW DQG XQVWDEOH 
SHRSOH GLVWRUW, DV WKH\ GR WKH RWKHU 6FULSWXUHV, WR WKHLU RZQ GHVWUXFWLRQ. 
  
1 JRKQ 2:15-17 
DR QRW ORYH WKH ZRUOG RU DQ\WKLQJ LQ WKH ZRUOG. II DQ\RQH ORYHV WKH ZRUOG, ORYH IRU WKH 
FDWKHU ​ ​LV QRW LQ WKHP. ​16 ​FRU HYHU\WKLQJ LQ WKH ZRUOG²WKH OXVW RI WKH IOHVK, WKH OXVW RI WKH 
H\HV, DQG WKH SULGH RI OLIH²FRPHV QRW IURP WKH FDWKHU EXW IURP WKH ZRUOG. ​17 ​7KH ZRUOG 
DQG LWV GHVLUHV SDVV DZD\, EXW ZKRHYHU GRHV WKH ZLOO RI GRG OLYHV IRUHYHU. 
  
1 JRKQ 4:7-12, 19-21 
DHDU IULHQGV, OHW XV ORYH RQH DQRWKHU, IRU ORYH FRPHV IURP GRG. EYHU\RQH ZKR ORYHV KDV 
EHHQ ERUQ RI GRG DQG NQRZV GRG. ​8 ​:KRHYHU GRHV QRW ORYH GRHV QRW NQRZ GRG, EHFDXVH 
GRG LV ORYH. ​9 ​7KLV LV KRZ GRG VKRZHG KLV ORYH DPRQJ XV: HH VHQW KLV RQH DQG RQO\ 6RQ 
LQWR WKH ZRUOG WKDW ZH PLJKW OLYH WKURXJK KLP. ​10 ​7KLV LV ORYH: QRW WKDW ZH ORYHG GRG, EXW 
WKDW KH ORYHG XV DQG VHQW KLV 6RQ DV DQ DWRQLQJ VDFULILFH IRU RXU VLQV. ​11 ​DHDU IULHQGV, 
VLQFH GRG VR ORYHG XV, ZH DOVR RXJKW WR ORYH RQH DQRWKHU. ​12 ​NR RQH KDV HYHU VHHQ GRG; 
EXW LI ZH ORYH RQH DQRWKHU, GRG OLYHV LQ XV DQG KLV ORYH LV PDGH FRPSOHWH LQ XV.  
 

19 ​:H ORYH EHFDXVH KH ILUVW ORYHG XV. ​20 ​:KRHYHU FODLPV WR ORYH GRG \HW KDWHV D EURWKHU RU 
VLVWHU LV D OLDU. FRU ZKRHYHU GRHV QRW ORYH WKHLU EURWKHU DQG VLVWHU, ZKRP WKH\ KDYH VHHQ, 
FDQQRW ORYH GRG, ZKRP WKH\ KDYH QRW VHHQ. ​21 ​AQG KH KDV JLYHQ XV WKLV FRPPDQG: 
AQ\RQH ZKR ORYHV GRG PXVW DOVR ORYH WKHLU EURWKHU DQG VLVWHU. 
  
1 JRKQ 5:1-5 
EYHU\RQH ZKR EHOLHYHV WKDW JHVXV LV WKH CKULVW LV ERUQ RI GRG, DQG HYHU\RQH ZKR ORYHV 
WKH IDWKHU ORYHV KLV FKLOG DV ZHOO. ​2 ​7KLV LV KRZ ZH NQRZ WKDW ZH ORYH WKH FKLOGUHQ RI GRG: 
E\ ORYLQJ GRG DQG FDUU\LQJ RXW KLV FRPPDQGV. ​3 ​IQ IDFW, WKLV LV ORYH IRU GRG: WR NHHS KLV 
FRPPDQGV. AQG KLV FRPPDQGV DUH QRW EXUGHQVRPH, ​4 ​IRU HYHU\RQH ERUQ RI GRG 



RYHUFRPHV WKH ZRUOG. 7KLV LV WKH YLFWRU\ WKDW KDV RYHUFRPH WKH ZRUOG, HYHQ RXU IDLWK. ​5 

:KR LV LW WKDW RYHUFRPHV WKH ZRUOG? OQO\ WKH RQH ZKR EHOLHYHV WKDW JHVXV LV WKH 6RQ RI 
GRG. 
  
2 JRKQ 1:6 
AQG WKLV LV ORYH: WKDW ZH ZDON LQ REHGLHQFH WR KLV FRPPDQGV. AV \RX KDYH KHDUG IURP WKH 
EHJLQQLQJ, KLV FRPPDQG LV WKDW \RX ZDON LQ ORYH. 
  
3 JRKQ 1:5-8  
DHDU IULHQG, \RX DUH IDLWKIXO LQ ZKDW \RX DUH GRLQJ IRU WKH EURWKHUV DQG VLVWHUV,​ ​HYHQ 
WKRXJK WKH\ DUH VWUDQJHUV WR \RX. ​6 ​7KH\ KDYH WROG WKH FKXUFK DERXW \RXU ORYH. 3OHDVH 
VHQG WKHP RQ WKHLU ZD\ LQ D PDQQHU WKDW KRQRUV GRG. ​7 ​IW ZDV IRU WKH VDNH RI WKH NDPH 
WKDW WKH\ ZHQW RXW, UHFHLYLQJ QR KHOS IURP WKH SDJDQV. ​8 ​:H RXJKW WKHUHIRUH WR VKRZ 
KRVSLWDOLW\ WR VXFK SHRSOH VR WKDW ZH PD\ ZRUN WRJHWKHU IRU WKH WUXWK. 
  
JXGH 1:17-23 
BXW, GHDU IULHQGV, UHPHPEHU ZKDW WKH DSRVWOHV RI RXU LRUG JHVXV CKULVW IRUHWROG. ​18 ​7KH\ 
VDLG WR \RX, ³IQ WKH ODVW WLPHV WKHUH ZLOO EH VFRIIHUV ZKR ZLOO IROORZ WKHLU RZQ XQJRGO\ 
GHVLUHV.´ ​19 ​7KHVH DUH WKH SHRSOH ZKR GLYLGH \RX, ZKR IROORZ PHUH QDWXUDO LQVWLQFWV DQG 
GR QRW KDYH WKH 6SLULW. ​20 ​BXW \RX, GHDU IULHQGV, E\ EXLOGLQJ \RXUVHOYHV XS LQ \RXU PRVW 
KRO\ IDLWK DQG SUD\LQJ LQ WKH HRO\ 6SLULW, ​21 ​NHHS \RXUVHOYHV LQ GRG¶V ORYH DV \RX ZDLW IRU 
WKH PHUF\ RI RXU LRUG JHVXV CKULVW WR EULQJ \RX WR HWHUQDO OLIH. ​22 ​BH PHUFLIXO WR WKRVH ZKR 
GRXEW; ​23 ​VDYH RWKHUV E\ VQDWFKLQJ WKHP IURP WKH ILUH; WR RWKHUV VKRZ PHUF\, PL[HG ZLWK 
IHDU²KDWLQJ HYHQ WKH FORWKLQJ VWDLQHG E\ FRUUXSWHG IOHVK. 
  

3HUVRQDO 2EVHUYDWLRQV, 5HIOHFWLRQV, DQG 3UD\HUV: 

  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HHUH LV ZKDW WKH 6SLULW KDV VKDUHG ZLWK PH. 
 
AV ZH KDYH VHHQ WKLV ZHHN, WKHUH LV D WHQVLRQ EHWZHHQ RXU VWDWXV DV VDYHG NLQJGRP SHRSOH LQ 
JHVXV CKULVW DQG RXU H[LVWHQFH LQ D ZRUOG WKDW LV PDUNHG E\ WKH HIIHFWV RI VLQ DQG 6DWDQ¶V 
NLQJGRP. HRZ WKHQ DUH ZH FDOOHG WR OLYH LQ D ZRUOG WKDW ZLOO EH KRVWLOH WRZDUGV XV? 
  
AV GRG¶V NLQJGRP DPEDVVDGRUV, WKHUH LV D SRVWXUH ZH DUH FDOOHG WR WDNH DQG JXLGLQJ SULQFLSOHV 
IRU ZK\ ZH WDNH WKDW SRVWXUH.  IW ZDV PRGHOHG IRU XV E\ JHVXV, RXU KLQJ KLPVHOI. IW¶V LQFUHGLEO\ 
HDV\ WR VHH LQ WKH VFULSWXUH DQG LQFUHGLEO\ HDV\ WR UHFLWH. <HW, LW LV LQFUHGLEO\ GLIILFXOW WR OLYH.  
 
LHW¶V H[SORUH WKLV WRJHWKHU DQG GLJ D OLWWOH GHHSHU LQWR WKH VFULSWXUHV. 
  
5LJKW DZD\ I QRWLFHG WKH QHHG WR EH REHGLHQW.  :H ZHUH FUHDWHG ZLWK IUHH ZLOO, VR REHGLHQFH LV D 
FKRLFH. IW LV KRZHYHU WKH ILUVW VWHS, WKH VWDUW RI KXPLOLW\ LV WR REH\ ZKDW WKH VFULSWXUH VD\V. 
:H KDYH WR PDNH WKHVH FKRLFHV HYHU\ VWHS RI WKH ZD\, WKH FKRLFH WR FRQVLGHU VXIIHULQJ MR\ 
(JDPHV 1:2) DQG ZLWK WKDW NQRZOHGJH REH\ ZKDW WKH VFULSWXUH VD\V (JDPHV 1:22). :H KDYH WR 
KXPEOH RXUVHOYHV (JDPHV 4:10) DQG DFFHSW WKDW ZH ZLOO VXIIHU (1 3HWHU 1:6), WKLV VKRXOG QRW EH D 
VXUSULVH (1 3HWHU 4:12). :H KDYH WR NQRZ WKDW WKLV LV GHPRQVWUDWLQJ ORYH, WKDW ZH ZDON LQ 
REHGLHQFH WR WKH FRPPDQGV RI JHVXV (2 JRKQ 1:6) 7KH SRVWXUH WR FKRRVH LV WR EH REHGLHQW WR 
CKULVW, DQWLFLSDWLQJ VXIIHULQJ DQG VWLOO FKRRVLQJ WR UHSUHVHQW GRG¶V NLQJGRP ORYH WR WKRVH RI WKH 
ZRUOG. 
  
IW LV DOVR YHU\ FOHDU JHVXV PRGHOHG WKLV EHKDYLRU IRU XV. 7KH GHWDLOV RI KRZ HH ERUH RXU VLQ RQ 
WKH FURVV DQG H[DPSOHV RI KRZ HH OLYHG - FRPPLWWLQJ QR VLQ, WHOOLQJ QR OLHV, QRW UHWDOLDWLQJ WR 
LQVXOWV DQG PDNLQJ QR WKUHDWV ZKHQ VXIIHULQJ (1 3HWHU 2:21-25) DUH KHUH DV JXLGHOLQHV. JHVXV 
SODFHG HLV WUXVW LQ WKH FDWKHU ZKR ZRXOG MXGJH IDLUO\ DQG KH GLHG LQ WKH SODFH RI RXU VLQ VR ZH 



PLJKW KDYH IUHHGRP. 0RVW LPSRUWDQWO\ HH KDV JLYHQ XV HYHU\WKLQJ ZH QHHG WR OLYH WKLV OLIH LI ZH 
NQRZ HLP (2 3HWHU 1:3). :H DV CKULVWLDQV DUH FDOOHG WR OLYH WKLV ZD\, EHFDXVH ZH KDYH EHHQ 
ERUQ DJDLQ; ERUQ RI LPSHULVKDEOH VHHG WKURXJK WKH OLYLQJ DQG HQGXULQJ ZRUG RI GRG (1 3HWHU 
1:23). 
 
:H VKRXOG EH HLV H[DPSOH WR WKH ZRUOG, PRGHOLQJ ZKDW NLQJGRP ORYH ORRNV OLNH ZKLOH VXIIHULQJ. 
  
IW LV DOVR FOHDU WKDW ZKHWKHU ZH DUH PRGHOLQJ µNLQJGRP ORYH ZKLOH VXIIHULQJ¶ RXUVHOYHV LQ RXU 
HYHU\GD\ DFWLRQV, RU ZKLOH VXSSRUWLQJ RWKHUV ZH DUH FDOOHG WR ORRN WR CKULVW DQG WKH HRO\ 6SLULW WR 
IXHO XV LQ WKHVH DFWLRQV.  
 
JXGH 1:21 BXW \RX, GHDU IULHQGV, E\ EXLOGLQJ \RXUVHOYHV XS LQ \RXU PRVW KRO\ IDLWK DQG 
SUD\LQJ LQ WKH HRO\ 6SLULW, ​ ​NHHS \RXUVHOYHV LQ GRG¶V ORYH DV \RX ZDLW IRU WKH PHUF\ RI RXU 
LRUG JHVXV CKULVW WR EULQJ \RX WR HWHUQDO OLIH. 
 
:H FDQ¶W UHO\ RQ WKH PHWULFV RI WKH ZRUOG, HYHU\WKLQJ RI WKH ZRUOG (OXVW RI WKH IOHVK, OXVW RI WKH 
H\HV, DQG SULGH RI OLIH) FRPHV 127 IURP WKH FDWKHU, EXW IURP WKH ZRUOG (1 JRKQ 2:16). 
EYHU\WKLQJ LQ WKLV ZRUOG ZLOO SDVV DZD\, LQ IDFW RQO\ WKRVH ZKR GR WKH ZLOO RI GRG ZLOO OLYH IRUHYHU 
(1 JRKQ 2:17). BDVHG RQ ELEOLFDO GHVFULSWLRQ ± WKHVH WLPHV ZLOO QRW EH SUHWW\ RU IXQ (2 3HWHU 
3:10-11). FRFXVLQJ RQ GRG¶V ORYH IRU XV, UHPLQGLQJ RXUVHOYHV HH LV WKH VRXUFH RI ORYH, DQG 
UHPHPEHULQJ ORYLQJ HDFK RWKHU DOORZV HLV ORYH WR EH PDGH FRPSOHWH (1 JRKQ 4:7-12, 19-21) ± 
WKHVH WKLQJV DUH WKH IXHO, WKH IRRG IRU RXU VRXOV. HLV ORYH DOORZV XV WR UHPDLQ IDLWKIXO WR RXU 
CKULVWLDQ EURWKHUV DQG VLVWHUV LQ WKHLU PLVVLRQV (3 JRKQ 1:5-8), WR VKRZ PHUF\ WR WKRVH LQ GRXEW, 
DQG WR HYHQ EH IHDUOHVV VKRZLQJ PHUF\ WR RWKHUV ZH VQDWFK IURP WKH ILUH. :H DUH PRGHOLQJ 
µNLQJGRP ORYH¶ ZKLOH VXIIHULQJ LQ HYHU\ VLWXDWLRQ. 
  
6R ZK\ LV LW VR KDUG? 
  
:H FDQ HDVLO\ VD\ ± LW¶V EHFDXVH ZH DUH VLQQHUV, ZH OLYH LQ VLQQHU¶V SDUDGLVH, ZH FDQ¶W DFKLHYH 
SHUIHFWLRQ XQWLO ZH PHHW CKULVW. COLFKp DQVZHUV ZKLFK NHHS XV VXUIDFH OHYHO LQ RXU 
WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ. 
  
I KaYe a IULeQd aQd Ze ZeUe KaYLQJ a cRQYeUVaWLRQ abRXW beLQJ KRXVe bOLQd. YRX NQRZ ± \RX 
KaYe a SLOe RI PaLO RQ WKe WabOe, aQd LW VWaUWV WR JURZ. YRX aUeQ¶W UeaOO\ XVLQJ WKaW WabOe, VR WKe 
SLOe NeeSV JURZLQJ. EYeQWXaOO\ \RX eaW aW a dLIIeUeQW WabOe, aQd \RX dRQ¶W QRWLce WKe PaLO 
aQ\PRUe. YRX VWaUW SLOLQJ XS caWaORJV RQ WKe cXUUeQW WabOe \RX aUe eaWLQJ aW. FLQaOO\, cRPSaQ\ 
cRPeV RYeU, aQd \RX UeaOL]e ± ZKeQ \RX caQ¶W VeUYe WKeP dLQQeU aW eLWKeU WabOe, WKaW \RX KaYe 
aOO WKLV PaLO aQd aOO WKeVe caWaORJV. YRX¶Ye acWXaOO\ becRPe VR XVed WR WKeP; \RX¶Ye IRUJRWWeQ 
WKe\ ZeUe SLOLQJ XS. HRXVe bOLQd. DeSeQdLQJ RQ \RXU cRPIRUW OeYeO, \RX PLJKW SaQLc aQd cOeaQ 
WKe WabOeV beIRUe WKe cRPSaQ\ cRPeV, RU \RX cOeaQ 1 WabOe, RU \RX KaYe cRPSaQ\ eaW ZLWK \RX 
RQ WKe VRIa LQ IURQW RI WKe WY.  
  



I ZRQGHU, KDYH ZH EHFRPH KRXVH EOLQG WR FRPIRUW?  EYHQ WKDW WKRXJKW VRXQGV ULGLFXORXV. <HW, 
DV CKULVWLDQV, ZH DUH VXSSRVHG WR H[SHFW GLVFRPIRUW. :H DUH WDXJKW WR HQGXUH VXIIHULQJ DQG 
WULDOV DQG FRQVLGHU WKHP MR\, ZKLOH ZH DUH PRGHOLQJ CKULVW¶V ORYH WR WKH PDUJLQDOL]HG LQ WKH 
ZRUOG; DQG QRW WR ZRUU\ DERXW ILWWLQJ LQWR WKLV FXUUHQW ZRUOG.  
 
2 3HWHU 3:13-14 BXW LQ NHHSLQJ ZLWK KLV SURPLVH ZH DUH ORRNLQJ IRUZDUG WR D QHZ KHDYHQ 
DQG D QHZ HDUWK, ZKHUH ULJKWHRXVQHVV GZHOOV. ​ ​6R WKHQ, GHDU IULHQGV, VLQFH \RX DUH 
ORRNLQJ IRUZDUG WR WKLV, PDNH HYHU\ HIIRUW WR EH IRXQG VSRWOHVV, EODPHOHVV DQG DW SHDFH 
ZLWK KLP. 
 
7KH ELEOH DGYLVHV WKDW LQ WKH ODVW GD\V LW ZLOO EH PRUH LPSRUWDQW WKDQ HYHU WR OHDQ LQWR WKH HRO\ 
6SLULW, DV WKHUH ZLOO EH DQ HOHPHQW ZKR LV XQJRGO\ VFRIILQJ DW RXU ZD\ RI OLIH DQG WU\LQJ WR GLYLGH 
XV.  
 
JXGH 1:18-19 7KH\ VDLG WR \RX, ³IQ WKH ODVW WLPHV WKHUH ZLOO EH VFRIIHUV ZKR ZLOO IROORZ 
WKHLU RZQ XQJRGO\ GHVLUHV.´ ​ ​7KHVH DUH WKH SHRSOH ZKR GLYLGH \RX, ZKR IROORZ PHUH 
QDWXUDO LQVWLQFWV DQG GR QRW KDYH WKH 6SLULW. 
 
AV ZH KDYH OLYHG LQ D QDWLRQ ZLWK JHQHUDOO\ PRUH WKDQ HQRXJK IRRG; DQG MREV; DQG FDUV; DQG 
WHFKQRORJ\ ± KDYH ZH OD\HUHG FRPIRUW DIWHU FRPIRUW RQWR RXU OLYHV? HDYH ZH EHFRPH VR 
FRPIRUWDEOH, ZH RQO\ XQGHUVWDQG GLVFRPIRUW LI LW LV HJUHJLRXV WR XV SHUVRQDOO\ ± D WHUPLQDO 
LOOQHVV, D PDMRU ZURQJ DJDLQVW XV, D GHFLVLRQ WKDW GRHVQ¶W JR RXU ZD\?  
  
I DP QRW DGYRFDWLQJ D FRPSOHWH WXUQDURXQG DQG DEDQGRQPHQW RI DOO WKH WKLQJV WKDW EULQJ XV 
FRPIRUW LQ RXU OLYHV, EXW ZKDW LI ZH VWDUWHG SHHOLQJ EDFN VRPH RI WKRVH OD\HUV, WR JHW FORVHU WR 
WKH VXIIHULQJ PHQWLRQHG LQ WKH ELEOH. 7KH VXIIHULQJ DV D UHVXOW RI OLYLQJ PRUH OLNH CKULVW. :DONLQJ 
LQ REHGLHQFH WR HLV FRPPDQGV ± WKH JUHDWHVW RI ZKLFK DUH WR ORYH GRG PRUH WKDQ DQ\WKLQJ 
(LQFOXGLQJ RXU FRPIRUW) DQG WR ORYH RXU HQHPLHV DV RXUVHOYHV. 5HPHPEHU RXU KLQJGRP GHILQLWLRQ 
± GRG¶V ​UXOH ​ RYHU GRG¶V ​SHRSOH ​ LQ GRG¶V ​SODFH ​. IQ GRG¶V NLQJGRP ZH DUH REHGLHQW DQG IROORZ 
HLV UXOHV UHJDUGOHVV RI ZKDW PLJKW FRPH RXU ZD\! 
 
BXW WKHUH LV D WUHPHQGRXV EHDXW\ LQ WKH UHPLQGHU WKDW WKH DD\ RI WKH LRUG LV FRPLQJ; ZKHUH VLQ 
DQG VXIIHULQJ ZLOO EH QR PRUH DQG GRG¶V UXOH ZLOO EH FRPSOHWH RYHU DOO WKLQJV! 2XU QH[W OHVVRQV 
ZLOO H[SORUH WKH ERRN RI 5HYHODWLRQ. GHW UHDG\ EHFDXVH LW LV DOZD\V WKULOOLQJ WR OHDUQ PRUH DERXW 
WKH KRSH ZH KDYH LQ WKH IXOO NLQJGRP WR FRPH. 
 

-LL]D LDQGUXP 
  
  
 ​6KDUH WKH GRVSHO: ​JHVXV LV FDOOLQJ XV LQWR KLV RZQ OLIHVW\OH RI ORYH DQG REHGLHQFH WR KLV 
DXWKRULW\. 6LQFH ZH OLYH LQ D IDOOHQ ZRUOG, ZH VKRXOG H[SHFW WR H[SHULHQFH VXIIHULQJ EXW ZH DUH 
FRQWLQXLQJ WR OHDUQ KRZ WR FKRRVH REHGLHQFH WR GRG¶V NLQJGRP UXOH DERYH ZKDW LV WHPSRUDU\ LQ 
WKLV NLQJGRP! 


