
The Gospel of jhe Kingdom 

Week 8 - Da\ 2: A NeZ Kingdom: God¶V PeoSle 

 
I gUeZ XS dXUing a Wime Zhen Whe LefW Behind VeUieV ZaV SoSXlaU. The moYie and Whe bookV 
dUamaWi]e Whe biblical SUoShecieV in ReYelaWion. LefW Behind WellV Whe VWoU\ of Whe end WimeV in 
Zhich ChUiVWianV haYe been UaSWXUed (Waken inWo heaYen), leaYing Whe ZoUld in chaoV and 
WUibXlaWion. When I ZaV eleYen, I UemembeU ZaWching Whe moYie ZiWh m\ famil\ and being 
WeUUified aboXW Whe fXWXUe. I faced m\ oZn WUibXlaWion aV I ZaV VcaUed WhaW I ZoXld be ³lefW behind´ 
b\ m\ famil\ and fUiendV. If Whe hoXVe ZaV Woo TXieW, I ZoXld make VXUe m\ famil\ ZaV VWill aW 
home and noW Waken Wo heaYen. ThankfXll\ WhiV feaU haVn¶W become UealiW\ and I can haSSil\ Va\ 
I¶m no longeU VcaUed Wo be lefW behind. 
  
AlWhoXgh Whe book of ReYelaWion makeV a SoWenWiall\ e[ciWing VWoU\ aboXW Whe aSocal\SVe, WhiV 
book haV Vo mXch moUe Wo offeU. IW bUingV a WimeleVV WUXWh WhaW challengeV God¶V SeoSle Wo 
endXUe haUdVhiS, Uemain faiWhfXl, and Wo anWiciSaWe JeVXV¶ UeWXUn aV king. ThiV encoXUagemenW 
ZaV foU Whe VeYen chXUcheV iW ZaV ZUiWWen Wo, bXW alVo foU God¶V kingdom SeoSle noZ and in Whe 
fXWXUe. 
  
John ZUoWe Whe book of ReYelaWion Wo VeYen chXUcheV aV boWh an encoXUagemenW and challenge. 
ThiV aSocal\SWic leWWeU XVeV YiVionV, V\mbolV, and Old TeVWamenW UefeUenceV Wo UeYeal Whe final 
fXlfillmenW of God'V SUomiVeV and Slan. ThoXgh Whe ZaUningV and imageU\ in ReYelaWionV aUe 
VcaU\, Whe\ helS giYe belieYeUV a XniTXe heaYenl\ SeUVSecWiYe on eaUWhl\ eYenWV. We don¶W need 
Wo feaU Whe end of Whe ZoUld oU SeUVecXWion becaXVe oXU hoSe iV in Whe fXWXUe WhaW JeVXV Zill 
Uedeem all WhingV. LeW¶V e[SloUe hoZ WhiV iV UeYealed in ReYelaWion. 
  
Revelation 1:4-6 John, to the seven churches  in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to 
you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits  before 
his throne,  and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the 
dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us  and has freed us from 
our sins by his blood,  and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God 
and Father²to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 
  
 In John¶V Zelcoming SaUW of Whe leWWeU, he UemindV Whe chXUcheV of Zho God iV and Zho 
Whe\ aUe. ThaW God iV eWeUnal and UeYealed WhUoXgh JeVXV. ThaW JeVXV iV faiWhfXl, UoVe fUom Whe 
dead and iV VoYeUeign oYeU eYeU\Whing, eYen Vin iWVelf. He alVo UemindV Whem of WheiU idenWiW\ and 
WheiU SXUSoVe. ThaW Whe\ aUe loYed, fUeed fUom Whe kingdom of Vin Wo be a SaUW of HiV kingdom 
famil\, and HiV UeSUeVenWaWion Wo Whe ZoUld. We mXVW all be Ueminded of Zho God iV and Zho Ze 
aUe in JeVXV if Ze aUe Wo Uemain faiWhfXl. AV Ze¶ll Vee, iW iV Zhen God¶V SeoSle aUe SUidefXl, 
aSaWheWic, oU comSUomiVing WhaW Whe\ loVe WheiU idenWiW\ and SXUSoVe. 
   



Revelation 2:2-5, 7  I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know 
that you cannot tolerate wicked people, that you have tested those who claim to be 
apostles but are not, and have found them false. You have persevered and have endured 
hardships for my name, and have not grown weary. Yet I hold this against you: You have 
forsaken the love you had at first. Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do the 
things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand 
from its place« Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To 
the one who is victorious, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the 
paradise of God. 
  
 In ReYelaWion chaSWeUV WZo and WhUee, JeVXV addUeVVeV Whe VSecific SUoblemV WhaW each 
chXUch faced. JeVXV callV Vome of Whem aSaWheWic becaXVe of WheiU SUide in WheiU ZealWh and 
afflXence. OWheUV ZeUe called oXW foU comSUomiVing moUall\ Wo Whe VWandaUdV of WheiU cXlWXUe. 
HoZeYeU, Vome aUe acknoZledged foU being faiWhfXl and WheUefoUe VXffeUed SeUVecXWion. JeVXV 
ZaUnV Whe chXUcheV WhaW a WUibXlaWion Zill come WhaW Zill WeVW WheiU faiWhfXlneVV. TheVe challengeV 
aUe noWhing neZ foU God¶V SeoSle. The WimeleVV TXeVWion iV hoZ HiV kingdom SeoSle Zill 
UeVSond. ConWinXing on, Ze Vee ZhaW faiWhfXlneVV lookV like in Whe face of SeUVecXWion and God¶V 
fXWXUe Slan UeYealed.  
  
Revelation 5:1-3, 5-6 Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne  a scroll 
with writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals. And I saw a mighty angel 
proclaiming in a loud voice, ³Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?´ But 
no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside 
it«Then one of the elders said to me, ³Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 
the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals.´  Then 
I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing at the center of the throne« 
  
ThoXgh WhiV Vcene and imageU\ ma\ Veem ZeiUd and Vhocking Wo XV, iW iV Sacked ZiWh 
imSoUWance. John iV Vhocked Zhen he e[SecWV Wo Vee a WUiXmShanW king, UeSUeVenWed b\ a lion, 
bXW inVWead VeeV a blood\ lamb. The Old TeVWamenW SUomiVe of God'V fXWXUe kingdom ZaV 
iniWiaWed and fXlfilled WhUoXgh Whe cUXcified anoinWed one, JeVXV. SXUSUiVingl\, he oYeUcame Vin 
and deaWh b\ d\ing and VacUificing himVelf aV Whe E[odXV PaVVoYeU lamb. BecaXVe of WhiV, he iV 
eWeUnall\ SUaiVed and ZoUVhiSed. 
  
Revelation 5:9-10 And they sang a new song, saying: ³You are worthy  to take the scroll 
and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased for 
God persons from every tribe and language and people and nation. You have made them 
to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.´ 
  
AV Whe UedeemeU of all WhingV, JeVXV makeV a Za\ foU XV Wo be adoSWed inWo God¶V famil\. We 
Vee WhaW HiV VoYeUeign Slan iV Wo gXide all of hiVWoU\ Wo iWV final conclXVion, Zhich iV UeSUeVenWed 
b\ WhiV VcUoll. AV Ze haYe Veen in WhiV VWXd\, God¶V VoYeUeign Slan iV Wo finall\ eVWabliVh HiV 
kingdom on eaUWh ZheUe He UXleV oYeU HiV SeoSle ZiWh loYe and SXUSoVe. ThoXgh WhiV ZaV 



alZa\V God¶V Slan, Ze haYe Veen hoZ eYil and hXman eVWabliVhmenWV chooVe Wo UeViVW Him. 
TheVe foUceV noW onl\ Uebel againVW God bXW alVo challenge and SeUVecXWe God¶V SeoSle. 
HoZeYeU, Ze Vee Whe UeZaUd foU WhoVe WhaW endXUe faiWhfXll\. 
  
Revelation 7:4, 9, 14-15 Then I heard the number  of those who were sealed: 144,000 from 
all the tribes of Israel...After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that 
no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes  and were holding palm 
branches in their hands«And he said, ³These are they who have come out of the great 
tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  
Therefore, ³they are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple; 

and he who sits on the throne  will shelter them with his presence. 
  
John VeeV God'V kingdom famil\, a mXlWieWhnic gaWheUing, aV a fXlfillmenW of God'V ancienW 
SUomiVe Wo AbUaham. The\ aUe in God¶V SUeVence becaXVe Whe\'Ye been Uedeemed b\ JeVXV¶ 
ZoUk and haYe endXUed VXffeUing. ThiV iV Whe XlWimaWe SicWXUe of ZhaW Whe chXUch iV Wo UeVemble 
heUe on eaUWh and one da\ in heaYen. ThoVe Zho SXW WheiU faiWh in JeVXV Zill be SeUVecXWed, bXW 
WheiU SaVW VXffeUingV Zill be noWhing comSaUed Wo WheiU fXWXUe UeZaUd. EYen WhoXgh eYil and 
eaUWhl\ kingdomV aUe Whe VoXUce of WhiV oSSUeVVion and gUeaW VXffeUing, Whe\ Zill XlWimaWel\ be 
held accoXnWable foU WheiU acWionV. ThiV iV SoUWUa\ed WhUoXgh imageV of diYine jXdgmenW. 
  
Revelation 15:5-7 «You are just in these judgments, O Holy One, you who are and who 
were;  for they have shed the blood of your holy people and your prophets, and you have 
given them blood to drink as they deserve.´ And I heard the altar  respond: ³Yes, Lord 
God Almighty, true and just are your judgments.´ 
 
Revelation 20:10 And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning 
sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented 
day and night for ever and ever. Then I saw a great white throne  and him who was seated 
on it. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were 
opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged 

according to what they had done  as recorded in the books«   Then death and Hades  were 
thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death.  Anyone whose name was 
not found written in the book of life  was thrown into the lake of fire. 
  
 In oUdeU Wo UeVWoUe and Uedeem, God Zill hold accoXnWable WhoVe Zho UefXVe Wo UeSenW of 
hoZ Whe\¶Ye SaUWiciSaWed in UXining HiV ZoUld. The Vame Sh\Vical and VSiUiWXal deVWUXcWion WhaW 
eYil haV done Zill jXVWl\ become iWV oZn UXin and jXdgmenW. ThiV iV in VWaUk conWUaVW Wo Whe 
acWionV and Whe UeZaUd of WhoVe Zho aUe God¶V SeoSle and in HiV kingdom. UlWimaWel\, eYil and 
WhoVe Zho chooVe noW Wo SaUWiciSaWe in God'V kingdom aUe deVWUo\ed. ThUoXgh jXdgmenW: Vin, 
deaWh and eYil can no longeU hXUW God'V neZ cUeaWion and hiV SeoSle. Finall\, Ze aUe giYen a 
glimSVe of God¶V SUomiVe and kingdom XlWimaWel\ fXlfilled. 
  



Revelation 21:1-3 Then I saw ³a new heaven and a new earth,´ for the first heaven and 
the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the 
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride  beautifully 
dressed for her husband.  And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ³Look! God¶s 
dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 
  
 John SoUWUa\V Whe kingdom of God aV Whe Xnion of heaYen and eaUWh in Whe neZ 
JeUXValem. JeUXValem ZaV Whe fiUVW ciW\ ZheUe God¶V SUeVence dZelled in a hol\ WemSle. IW ZaV a 
Slace in Whe PUomiVed Land ZheUe God¶V SeoSle coXld come Wo ZoUVhiS and meeW ZiWh Him. 
NoZ in WhiV neZ JeUXValem iW Zill be UXled b\ king JeVXV, diffeUenW fUom Whe old ciW\ WhaW ZaV 
coUUXSWed b\ moVW of IVUael¶V UXleUV. In WhiV neZ ciW\, WheUe Zill be a neZ Za\ of liYing aV God¶V 
SeoSle. 
  
Revelation 21:4-5 µHe will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death¶ or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away. ́ He who was 
seated on the throne  said, ³I am making everything new! ́  Then he said, ³Write this down, 
for these words are trustworthy and true. 
  
 In WhiV neZ Slace all WhingV Zill be made neZ inclXding God¶V kingdom famil\ of SeoSle. 
SoUUoZ Zill be UeSlaced b\ jo\, deaWh Zill be e[changed foU life, and Sain Zill be changed inWo 
ZholeneVV. The kingdRm Rf GRd  iV oXU fXWXUe hoSe and deVWin\ aV God¶V SeoSle. ThoXgh WheUe 
aUe man\ WUialV SUeVenWl\ and an[ieWieV aboXW Whe fXWXUe, Ze haYe a VecXUe hoSe WhaW God Zill 
fXlfill HiV SUomiVeV and Uedeem all WhingV. Ma\be noW Woda\, ma\be noW WomoUUoZ, bXW Vomeda\ 
Voon. In Whe meanWime, leW XV UeVW and SaUWiciSaWe in Whe ZoUk WhaW JeVXV VWaUWed and Zill 
comSleWe one da\: WhaW he Zill Uedeem and make all WhingV neZ. 
 

-R\an Gee 
  
ShaUe Whe GRVSel:  We haYe a fXWXUe hoSe ZheUe God¶V kingdom SeoSle Zill liYe in oXU King¶V 
SUeVence in a neZ and UeVWoUed ZoUld. 
 

PeUVonal ObVeUYaWionV, ReflecWionV, and PUa\eUV: 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


