
The Gospel of jhe Kingdom 

Week 7 - Da\ 3: OXr High Priest 

HebreZV 1:3 NIV ³The Son iV Whe radiance of God¶V glor\ and Whe e[acW repreVenWaWion of 
hiV being, VXVWaining all WhingV b\ hiV poZerfXl Zord. AfWer he had proYided pXrificaWion 
for VinV, he VaW doZn aW Whe righW hand of Whe MajeVW\ in heaYen.´ 

HebreZV 2:9-10 ³BXW Ze do Vee JeVXV, Zho ZaV made loZer Whan Whe angelV for a liWWle 
Zhile, noZ croZned ZiWh glor\ and honor becaXVe he VXffered deaWh, Vo WhaW b\ Whe grace 
of God he mighW WaVWe deaWh for eYer\one.´ 

If PaXl¶s letters e[plain Zhat JesXs has done for Xs, the book of HebreZs e[plains hoZ JesXs¶ 
Zork on the cross Zas able to accomplish Zhat God had in mind! 

Since the beginning of time, God has been making a Za\ for Xs to be a part of Zhat He is doing. 
God also knoZs that Ze are prone to pXt oXrselYes first, to act on oXr oZn fears instead of 
trXsting His plan, and to pXrsXe Zhat seems best for Xs in the short term oYer Zhat Ze coXld be 
doing to shoZ Zho oXr Zorld God is.  So God made a Za\ that Ziped oXt oXr failXres and 
alloZed Xs to be reconnected Zith Him.  God made a coYenant Zith Abraham, e[tending to him 
a promise that if Abraham and his descendants folloZed certain rXles that s\mboli]ed their 
commitment to God and s\mboli]ed a cleansing of their sins, the\ coXld be in close relationship 
Zith God, sharing in Zhat God Zas doing as He rXled His kingdom.  

As Ze saZ Za\ back in LeYiticXs, these rXles inYolYed sacrificing animalV , Zhich Zere 
e[tremel\ precioXs and YalXable, and the\ reqXired conViVWenW offerings so that one coXld be 
s\mbolicall\ cleansed from their ineYitable sins. The\ also reqXired a prieVW Zho kneZ all the 
specifics to help them thank God, ask something of God, or be cleansed b\ God.  This Zas the 
old coYenant, the set of rXles that the ancient people sharing in God¶s kingdom adhered to Zhile 
the\ looked forZard to the coming of someone Zho ZoXld be the Xltimate, once-and-for-all 
champion oYer sin.  

JesXs is that champion!  

HebreZs la\s oXt for Xs that JesXs¶ life and death on earth fXlfilled eYer\ reqXirement for sin to 
be completel\ defeated, and that his resXrrection and ascension into heaYen completes the 
permanent Za\ for Xs to share in God¶s kingdom! 

The opening chapter of HebreZs reminds Xs that JesXs is God, and the signs, miracles, and 
testimonies of people aroXnd him proYed that to be trXe.  Not onl\ is JesXs God, and therefore 
in perfect alignment Zith God¶s kingdom, Ze also knoZ this means he Zas sinless.  He came to 
earth and liYed a completel\ perfect life.  When he sacrificed his life, taking on the role that 
pri]ed and YalXable animals Xsed to pla\ in the old coYenant, his eternall\ spotless bod\ and 
blood had the poZer to Zipe aZa\ sin permanentl\ 



HebreZV 10:10 And b\ WhaW Zill Ze haYe been VancWified WhroXgh Whe offering of Whe bod\ 
of JeVXV ChriVW once for all.  

We do not need to liYe in moXrning becaXse of oXr failXres, or in a ping-pong game of sin and 
sacrifice, or in fear of death and separation from God. JesXs¶ perfect and diYinel\ YalXable 
sacrifice fXlfilled an\ faXlt in the old coYenant and permanentl\ paYes oXr Za\ to God!  

HebreZV 9:12-14 ³He did noW enWer b\ meanV of Whe blood of goaWV and calYeV; bXW 
he enWered Whe MoVW Hol\ Place once for all b\ hiV oZn blood, WhXV obWaining 
eWernal redempWion.  The blood of goaWV and bXllV and Whe aVheV of a heifer 
Vprinkled on WhoVe Zho are ceremoniall\ Xnclean VancWif\ Whem Vo WhaW Whe\ are 
oXWZardl\ clean.  HoZ mXch more, When, Zill Whe blood of ChriVW, Zho WhroXgh Whe 
eWernal SpiriW offered himVelf XnblemiVhed Wo God, cleanVe oXr conVcienceV from 
acWV WhaW lead Wo deaWh, Vo WhaW Ze ma\ VerYe Whe liYing God!´ 

Christ fXlfilled all the obligations of the Old Testament ritXals and fXlfilled them in abXndance. 
Instead of Xsing the blood of animals, he Xsed his oZn blood. Instead of the temple hol\ place, 
he Zent into the presence of God in heaYen. Instead of reqXiring a priesthood to Xnderstand 
details of hoZ to connect a people Zith God, JesXs himself intercedes on oXr behalf in 
perpetXit\.  In doing this, JesXs Xshered in a neZ Za\ for Xs to be a part of God¶s kingdom.  

In this Za\, HebreZs shoZs Xs the arc of hXmanit\¶s relationship Zith God.  God has been 
designing and creating His kingdom from the Yer\ beginning.  He has alZa\s been in 
commXnication Zith Xs, speaking to His people specificall\ in their conte[t and in their time, in 
ancient times and eYen toda\: 

HebreZV 1:1-2 ³In Whe paVW God Vpoke Wo oXr anceVWorV WhroXgh Whe propheWV aW man\ 
WimeV and in YarioXV Za\V,  bXW in WheVe laVW da\V he haV Vpoken Wo XV b\ hiV Son, Zhom 
he appoinWed heir of all WhingV, and WhroXgh Zhom alVo he made Whe XniYerVe´  

JesXs is the Xltimate mediator betZeen God and hXmanit\.  He is Zholl\ God, diYine and 
eternal, and present both at the creation and in heaYen.  And \et JesXs came to earth as a 
hXman, endXring all the hXmiliations and defeats that Ze e[perience dail\.  HebreZs freqXentl\ 
reminds Xs that he e[perienced oXr strXggles, temptations, and knoZs Zhat is feels like to be 
betra\ed, Xsed, and tempted to take the eas\ Za\ oXt:  

HebreZV 4:15 ³For Ze do noW haYe a high prieVW Zho iV Xnable Wo empaWhi]e ZiWh oXr 
ZeakneVVeV, bXW Ze haYe one Zho haV been WempWed in eYer\ Za\, jXVW aV Ze are²\eW he 
did noW Vin´  

HebreZV 2:18 ³BecaXVe he himVelf VXffered Zhen he ZaV WempWed, he iV able Wo help 
WhoVe Zho are being WempWed´  

He knoZs hoZ hard it is to remain focXsed on God¶s kingdom, and he offers his hands of merc\ 
and deliYerance.  It is sXch a relief to knoZ that Ze serYe a God Zho Xnderstands Zhat Ze go 



throXgh, Zho can comfort Xs in oXr pain and bolster Xs in oXr coXrage, and Zho continXes to 
call Xs into a place in His plan. 

JesXs is YictorioXs oYer sin, foreYer, and is the onl\ Za\ to enter the eternal kingdom of God. 
Yet He loYes Xs so mXch that He broXght His kingdom to earth in order to enter into relationship 
Zith Xs, giYe oXr liYes neZ pXrpose, and  help Xs as Ze strXggle Zith the effects of sin.  

What does this mean for oXr liYes moYing forZard, then?  

HebreZs tells Xs that ³b\ faith´ (HebreZs 11) in JesXs¶ role as oXr high priest and his neZ 
coYenant promises, Ze too can be saYed! Then, Ze oXght to  ³fi[ oXr thoXghts on JesXs´ 
(HebreZs 3:1), to ³hold XnsZerYingl\´ to oXr commitment to God¶s kingdom (HebreZs 4:14, 
HebreZs 10:23) and to encoXrage each other eYer\ da\, remembering to ³spXr one another on 
toZard loYe and good deeds´ (HebreZs 3:13, HebreZs 10:24) as Ze Zalk throXgh life together. 

The Old Testament and the old coYenant aren¶t jXst difficXlt things from a different cXltXre that 
don¶t reall\ relate to Xs.  The\ shoZ Xs that God has alZa\s, since the Yer\ beginning, been 
making a Za\ for Xs to be a part of His kingdom, and the\ point to the ama]ing, specific Yictor\ 
that JesXs Zon for Xs.  EYer\thing in the Old Testament that seems strange or confXsing to oXr 
cXltXre toda\ (and to Xs sometimes!) paints a pictXre of the tension that e[ists betZeen oXr oZn 
priorities and God¶s priorities, and of the lengths to Zhich God Zill go (and the amoXnt that He 
Zill forgiYe) to bring Xs into His Kingdom space. Here, Ze e[perience God¶s immense loYe for Xs 
as he rXles Xs, gXides Xs, and shapes oXr fXtXres for His kingdom pXrposes.  

HebreZV 10:19-24 ³Therefore, broWherV and ViVWerV, Vince Ze haYe confidence Wo enWer Whe 
MoVW Hol\ Place b\ Whe blood of JeVXV, b\ a neZ and liYing Za\ opened for XV WhroXgh 
Whe cXrWain, WhaW iV, hiV bod\, and Vince Ze haYe a greaW prieVW oYer Whe hoXVe of God, leW 
XV draZ near Wo God ZiWh a Vincere hearW and ZiWh Whe fXll aVVXrance WhaW faiWh bringV, 
haYing oXr hearWV Vprinkled Wo cleanVe XV from a gXilW\ conVcience and haYing oXr 
bodieV ZaVhed ZiWh pXre ZaWer.  LeW XV hold XnVZerYingl\ Wo Whe hope Ze profeVV, for he 
Zho promiVed iV faiWhfXl.  And leW XV conVider hoZ Ze ma\ VpXr one anoWher on WoZard 
loYe and good deedV.´ 

-Kell\ KaXfman 

  
Share Whe GoVpel: If LeYiticXs e[plains the Old CoYenant Za\ Ze are broXght back into the 
presence of God, HebreZs e[plains the NeZ CoYenant Za\ paYed b\ JesXs! JesXs, Zho so 
God in the flesh, sacrifices his eternall\ spotless bod\ and blood so that oXr sins ma\ be 
permanentl\ coYered and that Ze ZoXld haYe access to God to e[perience His loYing kingdom 
rXle in oXr liYes!  

  

Personal ObserYations, Reflections, and Pra\ers: 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


