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The	God	You	Don’t	Want	(July	19th,	2020)	
	

PREPARATION 
• Familiarize yourself with this Study Guide. 
• If you missed it, watch the sermon online HERE. 
• Spend some time in prayer before your group gathers. 
• You always have the option to use some or all the questions and/or prepare your own questions. 
• Review the learning objective to focus the conversation, read the primary scriptures as a group, 

summarize the main points, ask the questions, and use supporting texts to enhance the concepts. 
 
DISCUSSION 
Opening Prayer: (1-2 minutes) 
In light of what God is saying through this week’s message, here’s a suggestion of how your group can 
invite God into your time together. 
Thank the Father for being the God who is infinitely large, yet tangibly existent and immanent in our 
every-day lives! Pray that as we navigate the chaotic waters of our cultural moment that we would 
humbly listen and obey God’s voice. Pray that the Father would fill us with His Holy Spirit and give us 
the words to speak in our daily lives as we interact with the people in our social circles. Finally, pray 
that we would continue to learn how supreme your authority is and how to submit to your word as we 
await your coming kingdom! 
 
Discussion: (45-60 minutes) 
What’s Going on This Week 
This Sunday, Pastor Danny led us into the fourth week of our Boundless series. Pastor Danny shifts our 
attention back to Isaiah 45 in order to talk about our feeble attempts to pursue everything in this world 
but God. Pastor Danny challenges us to reflect on the times where it is difficult to submit to God’s will 
in order to see how we fight against God’s sovereignty. He challenges us to let God be in control of all 
things knowing that He is doing something incredible to bring about His will for His people. Finally, he 
challenges the church to stop fighting so that God can bring us along on this adventurous journey that 
He has prepared for us! 
  
 

“When you can learn to stop fighting God, and let him be in control, the adventurous life He has 
for you can truly begin.” – Pastor Danny Strange 

Suggested Questions 



 
 

 
Check-In: Icebreaker – Share something that you have created that you are proud of! 
 
Study Tip: This week’s passage comes from Isaiah 45 (for a detailed background of Isaiah, see the Study 
Tip in week 1 of the Boundless series). This particular section of Isaiah is written to an audience of Jews 
living after the Babylon Exile (Is. 39) somewhere between 580-530 B.C.. During the exile, the Babylonians 
were known for the dispersion of the people they would conquer (2 Kgs. 25). In Isaiah 45, we meet Cyrus 
who rises to leadership in the Persian empire to eventually overthrow Babylon and sign an edict that would 
send Ezra and Nehemiah back to resettle and rebuild the walls of Jerusalem where eventually the second 
temple would be built (Ez. 1:1-4). After experiencing the Babylonian captivity, the question on the minds of 
the Jews would have been is God really bigger than our circumstances? As you dive into the study guide 
this week, pay special attention to the language of pottery and clay that is used by Isaiah. The word for potter 
in the Hebrew comes from the noun form of the root yatzar ( רצי( , a word that is used 5 other times in Isaiah 
45 to describe God as the one who “forms” (vv. 7, 9-11, 18). By using this specific word, Isaiah redirects us 
back to Genesis where the author uses yatzar to describes how man was “formed” from the dust of the 
ground, placed in the garden of Eden, and rules over the other animals that God had “formed”. Furthermore, 
in Isaiah 45 we see the potter forming clay. The Hebrew word for clay ( homer, רמה ) is used 5 times 
throughout the book of Isaiah (10:6, 29:16, 41:25, 45:9, 64:8) and is consistently used to describe humanity 
as clay, mire, or mortar. Where else in scripture do we see “mortar” being “formed”? The same word we 
see used for clay in Isaiah is most notably present in Genesis 11 where humans use mortar to build 
themselves a city and a tower to make a name for themselves in Babylon! In this study guide, pay attention 
to how Isaiah emphasizes the Creator’s boundless sovereignty over ALL things to bring about His will 
including human attempts to usurp the position of God, form idolatrous images, and all international affairs.  
 
Objective #1: Identify what makes it difficult to submit to God’s sovereignty. 
 
Primary Texts: Isaiah 45:9-10; Romans 1:18-32; 3:9-20 – Pastor Danny begins by pointing out our fruitless 
endeavor of human resistance to God. He illustrates how we are all prone to run after everything but God even 
though every aspect of creation is under His control. Tell the group about a time where you struggled to submit to 
the plans of God. What did you learn about your own humanity and your relationship with God through this 
particular experience? 
 
Objective #2: Explore God’s faithfulness in the past to mold your perspective in the future! 

Primary Texts: Isaiah 45:1-13 – Pastor Danny uses the immediate context of the key passages in Isaiah (vv. 9-10) 
to point out that even though humans are small compared to God, we have no voice, and complaining will get us 
nowhere, God’s message does not say, “be quiet while I ruin your life,” but, “calm down, trust me, and watch as I 
do something you would not believe!” Tell the group about a time where you got to watch God do something 
amazing in your life or in the life of someone else! How did this effect your perspective of God? 

Supporting Texts: (Humans in Creation) Genesis 1:26-28, 2:5-7; Psalm 8:1-9 (Potter and the Clay) Jeremiah 18:1-11; 
Isaiah 29:13-16; Romans 9:14-24; 2 Timothy 2:19-21 

Objective #3: Pray for submission and peace as you submit to the Lord! 

Primary Texts: Isaiah 45:14-25 – Pastor Danny concludes the sermon by presenting a God who, although he may 
be hiding himself, continues to bring about His will. He points out several examples of people who are 
imprisoned and shut up, including the apostle Paul, but who are radically transformed along the journey. How can 
we pray for you this week as you strive to live in submission to the Lord? 
 
Supporting Texts: (Submission) Isaiah 64:1-12; (Paul’s Conversion) Acts 9:1-22; 1 Timothy 1:12-17 
 
Closing Prayer: (5-10 minutes) 



 
 

 
In light of what God is saying through this week’s message, here’s some suggestions of what your group 
could talk about with God in prayer. 

Thank our Heavenly Father for revealing Himself to us in the person of Jesus! Ask that the Holy Spirit 
would continue to teach us how to live and love like Jesus in situations like the one we face today. 
Finally, pray that we as a church would develop a boundless understanding of you, our Heavenly Father, 
so that we could rest in the assurance that you are in control of all things, whether good or bad! 
 
THROUGHOUT THE WEEK  
 
-Further Reading and Exploration: Read Isaiah 40-48 This section is pivotal to the story of Isaiah 
because it depicts all of the questions that the people of Israel are wrestling with when they have just 
faced a life altering event in their history. As you read, pay attention to how the prophet continually 
points back to God’s control! Finally, remember that this section sets up the next section of Isaiah which 
describes the coming suffering servant. 
 
-Stay up to date with Coronavirus Ministry Opportunities: Help us out by pointing the people in 
your Community Group to 3Crosses.org/coronavirus . If you or anyone in your group is looking to serve 
food in our pantry, access spiritual care, or seek financial assistance, you can find all you need at 
3Crosses.org/neighborhood 
 
- Find out how to pray for two people in your group this week! Pray that the members of your group 
would rest knowing that Jesus is on the throne and that He is working to reconcile all things back to 
Himself!  
 
 
 
 


